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LAFAYETTE TO HOST LSPA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

September 2013

SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2013
The Louisiana State Paralegal Association (LSPA) will
hold its Annual Conference
for 2013 at the Holiday Inn
Express Hotel & Suites
Lafayette, 3903 Ambassador Caffery Parkway,
Lafayette, Louisiana on
September 20 and 21,
2013. The one-day seminar “The Certified Paralegal
Exam: A Review of Core
Subjects All Paralegals
Should Know” is scheduled
for Friday, September 20,
2013. Registration begins
at 8:30 a.m. with the seminar commencing at 9:00
a.m.
Presentations will
cover four of the major
subject areas of the Certified Paralegal examination
administered by NALA
(National Association of
Legal Assistants, Inc.): Judgment and Analytical Ability,
Legal Research, Communications
and
Ethics.
NALA has awarded the
Certified Paralegal (CP®)
credential, a voluntary certification recognized in the
legal field as denoting high
standards and professional
achievement, for over 30
years.
The cost of the seminar is
$120.00 for LSPA Members, $175.00 for nonmembers and $35.00 for
paralegal students. Students must show proof of

current registration in a
paralegal program. Nonmembers may join the Louisiana State Paralegal Association, save $5.00 off the
non-member price of the
seminar and enjoy the additional benefit of LSPA
membership for the upcoming year (2013-2014) with
a combined payment of
$170.00. An application
for membership must be
submitted at the same time
as the registration for the
seminar. Lunch is “on your
own.” More information on
the seminar and the membership application may be
found on LSPA’s website at
www.la-paralegals.org.
For reservations or further
information, please contact
Renée Grissom at 225-343
-2348 or e-mail grissom.renee@gmail.com.
The Louisiana State Paralegal Association will host its
annual Awards Reception
immediately following the
seminar starting at 5:00
p.m. The Outstanding Paralegal of the Year and
other awards will be presented. LSPA will also celebrate the “Year of Jimmie”
by honoring Jimmie W.
Murvin, ACP, LCP who received NALA’s highest honor, the Founder’s Award, at

NALA’s Annual Meeting on
Friday, July 12, 2013 in
Portland, OR.
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President’s Message
So much has happened
since the June issue of
The Advocate! Read
all about it in this issue!
LSPA's Annual Conference will be held at the
Holiday Inn Express
Hotel & Suites on Ambassador Caffery Parkway in Lafayette on
September
20-21,
2013. The conference
will begin on Thursday
evening with a Paralegal Week Celebration
presented by the Lafayette Paralegal Association, to which we
have all been invited!
Governor Bobby Jindal
has declared the week
of September 15 – 21,
2013
as
Paralegal
Week in Louisiana.
Thank you, Renee
Grissom, for working
with the governor’s office to obtain this proclamation.

The Annual Conference
includes our Fall seminar “The Certified Paralegal Exam: A Review
of Core Subjects All
Paralegals Should
Know” on Friday, September 20, 2013.
Renee Grissom, our
CLE Committee Chairperson, has done a
great job in lining up
speakers and designing
the brochure which is
included in this issue.
Look for Renee’s article, too for more information. If you are considering sitting for the
CP exam (also known
as the CLA exam), you
will definitely want to
attend. If you already
hold the CP/CLA designation, this will be an
excellent refresher –
sometimes it’s good to
get back to the basics!
NALA has approved
our seminar for 6.0

hours of CLE including
1.5 hours of ethics.
Also, check out Jimmie
Murvin’s article on Ethics dilemmas which will
be explored further during that portion of the
seminar.
Following the seminar,
at approximately 5:00
p.m., we will have our
Awards Reception. This is a time to
unveil the Outstanding
Paralegal of the Year,
celebrate NALA's
Founder's Award which
was bestowed upon
Jimmie Murvin, ACP,
LCP at NALA's Annual
Conference in Portland,
Oregon, and recognize
others who have contributed to LSPA during
the past year.

Continued on page 15

LAFAYETTE HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS HOTEL & SUITES
SITE OF LSPA Annual Meeting & Seminar September 20-21, 2013
LSPA will hold its Annual Meeting and Seminar
in Lafayette, Louisiana
at the Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites
located at 3903 Ambassador Caffery Parkway.
The seminar begins on

Friday, September 20th
and the annual meeting
will be held on Saturday, September 21st.
We’ve negotiated a
guest room rate of $89
King/Double. Go ahead

and make your reservations by calling the hotel at 337-981-0600.
By Karen L. McKnight, CP
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LSPA Candidate for President
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
They said I had to write about myself. So I asked, “What do I write about?” I was advised
to write about me, and since I will be taking the wheel as LSPA President in September, you
probably want to know who is going to steer, right?
I decided when I was ten that I was going to be a beautician. I know what you’re thinking…
how did that transport over to becoming a paralegal? Here’s a little background. The neighbor next door to our house had a beauty shop in her house. The era was the saucy sixties. It
was the bouffant, teased hair sitting so high on the head that it looked like a beehive, and so
much hairspray that you could choke a small cat. Yes, I wanted to be a beautician. I’d sit for
several hours just watching Miss Dottie do her thing with hair. So, when did it all change?
Well, of course I had to get through elementary school, junior high and high school first.
Fast forward to 1977, I’m working in a drug store as a clerk, doing inventory, ringing up
sales, and working behind the pharmacy counter. College was in the works, but I had to fill in
the gaps and earn an income to pay for gas to get to school. I was going to be a teacher, or
so I thought. I always felt there was something more for me, but at the time, I just didn’t know
what it was.
After about six months into the job, in walked one of the local attorneys, an old friend of the
pharmacist. You know the type – old guy, barrel bellied fellow, full of puff and cigar smoke.
“Hey Byron!” he says, “My young law partner is looking for a secretary. No experience required, just as long as she can type. We’ll teach the rest.” Well, my ears perked up like a
gazelle that had just spotted a cougar in the pasture. I could type. If anything I figured I
could work there a while, learn a little bit, and see where that would lead me. As soon as
4:00 o’clock came around for my shift to end, I headed to the office, filled out the application
and waited…and waited…and waited. Finally, the day came for the dreaded interview. I
was asked if I knew what a pleading was. What! I surely never had occasion to be in a
courthouse, let alone know what a pleading was. I could tell you the different types of hairsprays used for the different do-ups or identify a medication by color and shape, but a
pleading! Come on will ya! Give me something easy like where the space bar was on the
typewriter! Sheesh! Well, I got the job because the first person the job was offered to
turned it down. I whispered, “This is my destiny…maybe.” Scared out of my wits I started my
new job.
What fascinated me were the beautifully bound law books that lined the walls of law library.
I spent many an hour in that library just reading about cases and statutes. All it took was for
me to pull one of them down off the shelf, read a few paragraphs and fall in love with the
law. From that moment on, I read everything I could about Louisiana law. It fascinated me,
especially since I was a history nut anyway. To me, there was nothing more fulfilling than to
study the law. Everything was like a puzzle, and I liked puzzles. My early childhood dream
of becoming a beautician and living for the teased up do faded away. By the time I started
college, it was shag haircuts and there was no teasing required. Cats were pretty happy
since the amount of hairspray needed for the out of date tease by the seventies were almost
nil.
I continued on in college part time until a new program was introduced which offered a paralegal studies certificate. I was continuing to work in a law office, so I said why not. That’s
where my paralegal career began. I knew this field was for me since all the cards fell into
place. I live and breathed this stuff!
Continued on Page 24

“”It doesn’t matter what I
believe, it only matters
what I can prove.” Quote
from a Few Good Men.
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THE CERTIFIED PARALEGAL EXAM:
A REVIEW OF CORE SUBJECTS ALL PARALEGALS SHOULD KNOW

A Leader is one who
KNOWS the WAY
GOES the WAY
And SHOWS the WAY!
Submitted by
Debbie Fontenot

LOUISIANA STATE PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION
2013 FALL SEMINAR
September 20, 2013
Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites Lafayette
3903 Ambassador Caffery Parkway
Lafayette, Louisiana
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THE CERTIFIED PARALEGAL EXAM: A REVIEW OF CORE SUBJECTS ALL
PARALEGALS SHOULD KNOW
SEMINAR – Friday, September 20, 2013
Approved by NALA for 6.0 CLE credit including 1.5 for Ethics credit
8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. Registration
9:00 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Judgment and Analytical Ability
Guest Speaker: Melissa L. Theriot, J.D. NeunerPate
10:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. Break
10:45 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Legal Research
Guest Speaker: Susan Crapanzano Kalmbach, J.D. Baton Rouge City Prosecutor’s Office
12:15 p.m. – 1:35 p.m. Lunch
1:35 p.m. – 3:05 p.m. Communications
Guest Speaker: Jaime F. Landry, J.D. Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP
3:05 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. Break
3:20 p.m. – 4:50 p.m. Ethics
Guest Speaker: Jimmie W. Murvin, ACP, LCP
ANNUAL AWARDS RECEPTION – Friday, September 20, 2013
5:00 p.m. Presentation of “Paralegal of the Year” and additional awards
Celebrating the “Year of Jimmie” honoring Jimmie W. Murvin, ACP, LCP
Recipient of NALA’s highest honor, the Founder’s Award
” Now, gentlemen, in this country, our
courts are the great levelers. In our

Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites Lafayette
28TH ANNUAL MEMBERSHP MEETING – Saturday, September 21, 2013

courts, all men are created equal. I’m
no idealist to believe firmly in the
integrity of our courts and of our jury
system - that’s no ideal to me. That is a
living, working reality! Now I am

8:00 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. Registration – Continental Breakfast
Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites Lafayette
8:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. LSPA Annual Meeting and Election of Officers

confident that you gentlemen will
review, without passion, the evidence
that you have heard, come to a decision
and restore this man to his family.”
~ To Kill A Mockingbird

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. LSPA Transitional Board Meeting
(Incoming & Outgoing Board Members Only)
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Annual Meeting
General Information
September 20 and 21, 2013
Holiday Inn Express Hotel and Suites
3903 Ambassador Caffery Parkway, Lafayette, Louisiana
1-888-465-4329 or 1-337-981-0600
Seminar Registration: 8:30am—9:00am
$120.00 for LSPA Members
$175.00 for Non-Members (Join LSPA now and save $5.00 off the NonMember price of the seminar and enjoy the additional benefit of the LSPA
membership for the upcoming year—pay $120.00 seminar fee and $50.0
LSPA membership fee. Application for membership must be submitted at the
same time as the seminar registration.)
$35.00 for Paralegal Students. Paralegal students must show proof of current
registration in paralegal program.
CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellations should be submitted in writing or via
e-mail (no telephone cancellations accepted) by September 16, 2013 to receive a full refund minus a $10.00 administrative fee. Registrants who do not
attend or do not cancel by September 16, 2013 will be responsible for full
seminar fee. A $5.00 NSF Fee will be applied on all returned checks.
For reservations at the Holiday Inn Express Hotel and Suites, Lafayette, telephone 1-888-465-4329 or 1-337-981-0600. A block of rooms has been set
aside at a set rate of $89.00 per night for single/double room. Room reservations may be made until the seminar date to receive the discounted price.
NALA has approved this seminar for 6.0 CLE credit, including 1.5 for Ethics credit.
LSPA AWARDS RECEPTION—FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2013—5:00PM—
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING SEMINAR. THE RECEPTION IS FREE AND
OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS AND SEMINAR ATTENDEES.
“”As one judge said to
another judge: be just.
And if you can’t be just,
be arbitrary.”
William Burroughs

The Lafayette Paralegal Association (LPA) will host its annual Paralegal Week
Social on Thursday, September 19, 2013 at 5:30pm at the Petroleum Club of
Lafayette, 111 Heymann Blvd., Lafayette, Louisiana. All LSPA members and
seminar attendees are invited to join LPA in celebration of the paralegal profession!
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Seminar and Annual Meeting
Registration Form
Detach or photocopy this form and mail with payment information to:
Renee Grissom, LSPA 2013 Fall Seminar, 325 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge,
LA 70801-1721 Telephone: (225) 343-2348
Internet: www.la-paralegals.org
Name: ______________________________________________________
Firm Name: __________________________________________________
Billing Address: _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
Telephone: ___________________________________________________
Amount of Payment:
Seminar: _____________

Please Circle One:

Member
Non-Member
Paralegal Student

Method of Payment

__________

Check Enclosed Payable to LSPA

__________

Cash

Attending LSPA Annual Meeting Saturday, September 21, 2013
_______ Yes

_______ No

“Don't

interfere with

anything in the
Constitution. That

There is no fee to attend LSPA’s Annual Meeting

must be maintained,

LOUISIANA STATE PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION

for it is the only

28TH ANNUAL MEETING

safeguard of our

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21. 2013 AT 8:00AM

liberties.”

Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites

Abraham Lincoln

Lafayette, Louisiana
All Paralegals (Members and Non-Members) are invited to attend
Please Join Us!
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2013 Paralegal Week
September 15—21, 2013

From Twelve Angry Men “Juror #2: It’s hard to put into words. I just
think he’s guilty. I thought it was obvious from
the word, ‘Go’. Nobody proved otherwise.
Juror #8: Nobody has to prove otherwise.
The burden of proof is on the prosecution. The
defendant doesn’t even have to open his mouth.
That’s in the Constitution.”
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Lafayette Paralegal Association
By Leslie Simon

WORK HARD. PLAY HARD.
You are invited to join us at
The Lafayette Paralegal Association’s Annual

and Membership Drive
September 19, 2013
5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

The Petroleum Club, Lounge Area
111 Heymann Blvd., in the Oil Center

Please plan to join us and bring a guest or two!
Other paralegals, a friend, your boss, co-workers,
students, associates, business partners, or anyone
interested in joining or learning about LPA, or
who just wants to “pass a good time”.

Reservations Requested – Call Kaye 247-4540
Before 12 Noon, Tuesday, September 17th

Check out our website at www.lpa-la.org
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NALA CORNER
NALA Conference 2013
“WE ARE AWESOME!”
These three words were
heard from the Opening
Address to the closing event
(Awards Reception) of the
NALA Conference held in
Portland, Oregon on July 9th
– 12th. The entire conference
was exactly that – AWESOME. For LSPA it was particularly awesome as one of
LSPA’s founding members,
who is still very active in our
association today and should
be well known to all LSPA
members for her outstanding
contributions to LSPA and the
paralegal profession, Jimmie
W. Murvin, ACP, LCP, was
awarded NALA’s highest
honor – The Founder’s
Award.

Pictured left to right are:
Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP – LSPA President
Karen G. McGee, ACP, LCP – past president of NALA
Jimmie W. Murvin, ACP, LCP – Recipient of
the NALA Founder’s Award
Deborah P. Fontenot, CP – LSPA’s NALA
Liaison.

I invite you to join me in my
NALA Conference experience.
I arrived late on Tuesday
evening due to plane delays,
but started my NALA networking at the Dallas airport
when I met Ana who was
also waiting for the Omaha
flight. Ana’s trip begins in the
Virgin Islands and she has
attended the annual NALA
conference for several years!
Ana and I missed the Opening Night Reception, which is
a great opportunity to find
old friends and meet new
ones. We also missed Orientation, but that wasn’t a
problem for a couple of ‘old
timers’ to the NALA Conference.
On Wednesday morning the
NALA President, Ann L. Atkinson, ACP, officially kicked
off the conference with a

few Opening Remarks. The
Keynote speaker was Glenn
Leier, a Portland attorney
who is well known at NALA
conferences as a repeat
speaker in the real estate
educational institutes. Glenn
welcomed us to Portland and
set the pace for the day,
and for the conference, by
having the approx. 250 paralegals attending the Keynote Address responding
‘WE
ARE
AWESOME”
throughout his awesome
speech!
After the Keynote Address
most of the conference attendees either went to their
scheduled educational institutes or to visit the vendors
that help make this event
possible. I spent some time
meeting the vendors and
learning about the products
they provide. They also have
promotional items, so I left
with some goodies to take
back to Louisiana.
During the lunch hour on
Wednesday, representatives
of Affiliated Associations
attended presentations by
selected associations where
they shared information and
ideas on various topics. I
attended
an
awesome
presentation by the Orange
County and San Diego Paralegal Associations and got
some great ideas regarding
membership benefits and
services to present to the
LSPA board. Rarely have I
met a speaker as inspiring
and energetic as Kristine
Custodio, ACP! After being
inspired by this presentation,
I attended the Membership
Forum and heard some other

great ideas and had the
opportunity to hear from the
candidates running for NALA
office. Unfortunately the
candidates were all so qualified it made it even more
difficult to decide who I
should vote for on Thursday.
The final event on Wednesday was the Opening Night
Reception. While we enjoyed the hors d’oeuvres and
cash bar, the ‘Dinner Detectives’ tested our sleuthing
skills in a “who done it”.
Although I guessed that Spiderman had to be guilty of
the multiple homicides, I didn’t know he was attending
incognito as our photographer. After the reception,
we were on our own to enjoy
the local cuisine. A group of
us, including LSPA’s Karen
McGee, Jimmie Murvin, and
Jessie Cormier, enjoyed the
wonderful weather as we
walked to Mama Mia’s to
enjoy some delicious Italian
food.
Thursday morning started,
like Wednesday, with educational seminars and vendor
presentations. Jessie Cormier and I found we had a
free morning so we took
advantage of the time to do
some sightseeing. We thoroughly enjoyed visiting several amazing waterfalls and
other sights on the Historic
Columbia River Highway
National Scenic Byway.
The afternoon consisted of
the Member Exchange Sessions, all of which were extremely informative, followed by the Affiliate Association Annual Meeting.

Volume XXVI1, Issue 1V

Page 11

NALA CORNER
NALA Conference 2013
The Affiliate Awards were
presented and the Affiliate
Associate
officers
were
elected at this event. We
then were inspired by another presentation by Kristine
Custodio,
ACP,
entitled
“Creating Dynamic Leaders
and Taking Your Association
to the Next Level and Beyond”. Where does she get
so many great ideas and so
much enthusiasm to inspire
everyone in the room? Following this event a group of
us enjoyed the beautiful
Portland scenery as we
walked to and along the
riverfront to a local restaurant for some wonderful seafood.
Friday morning began with
the Affiliate Association
booths, including the LSPA
booth, one of the fun responsibilities of the LSPA Liaison.
LSPA President, Jessie Cormier, and I raffled off a LSPA
“Paralegals are Always
Swamped” t-shirt, as well as
four LSPA water bottles. We
also gave attendees our new
LSPA stylus/ink pens which
were very popular with the
attending paralegals, and
Mardi Gras beads which the
attendees look for each
year. That’s how they know
they
have
found
the
“Louisiana” table! Participating by having an Affiliate
Association booth is an awesome opportunity to visit with
paralegals from around the
country, like Kenya from St.
Louis who is pictured here
with me at the LSPA booth.
We also had a chance to
meet Henry Mancuso, Jr.
from Lake Charles who found
the LSPA booth. Jessie and I

each took some time to visit
the other Affiliate Association booths and chat about
what their associations have
been up to during the past
year
Finally Friday afternoon
arrived and it was time for
the
annual
membership
meeting and the NALA
Awards Celebration. This
was an event I will never
forget! I was so proud to be
there to witness the President
of NALA present the NALA
Founder’s Award, the highest
honor awarded by NALA, to
LSPA member, JIMMIE W.
MURVIN, ACP, LCP. Jessie
Cormier also presented Jimmie with roses on behalf of
LSPA at the Awards Celebration. If you haven’t read
the article in the last issue of
The Advocate which was submitted in support of her nomination, please take the time
to do so. Jimmie Murvin is
truly deserving of this
award! Of course, Jimmie’s
acceptance speech was nothing less than you would expect from such a gifted public speaker and educator.
Congratulations, Jimmie! I
can’t think of anyone more
deserving of this award!
The conference ended with
the installation of officers
and an Award Reception on
Friday evening. We used
the opportunity of the Award
Reception to take this picture
of the LSPA members attending and representing LSPA at
the Annual Conference.
I have learned through the
years that during the conference there is so much to do

that you don’t want to miss,
and very little time to see the
sights. This year, with a little
advance planning, I had the
opportunity to see a little bit
of Portland. Not only did I
get to tour some areas outside of Portland on Thursday; I had made plans with
Heide, a paralegal from
California I met a few years
ago at a NALA Conference,
to spend some time sightseeing on Saturday. We visited
the Saturday market, rose
garden, and Japanese Garden. And my new friend Ana,
from the Virgin Islands joined
us as you can see from this
photo of Ana at the Japanese Garden.
Portland is a very beautiful
city. Even in the downtown
area where the conference
was held, there are parks
every few blocks. Oh, and
did I mention the weather
averaged a high of 80 and
low of 60 every day we
were there! And not a drop
of rain!
Next year the NALA conference is in Charleston, South
Carolina.
Hopefully this
article will inspire you to join
us in Charleston next year!
This is my final NALA Corner,
my friends. I thank you
again for the opportunity to
serve as your NALA Liaison
for the past two years. I plan
to continue to attend the
NALA Annual Conference,
and to continue to serve on
the LSPA board. My email
address is debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net..
- Debbie Fontenot
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ACCEPTANCE SPEECH BY JIMMIE MURVIN WHEN RECEIVING NALA FOUNDERS’ AWARD
NALA ANNUAL MEETING—JULY 12, 2013—PORTLAND, OREGON

When I received the email on May 1st informing me that I was being
given the NALA Founders’ Award, I was so
shocked I was actually
disoriented. First of all, I
didn’t know I had been
nominated, but more
importantly I couldn’t
believe I was qualified
to receive it. That feeling was reinforced
strongly when I went on
NALA’s website and
saw who had been given the award in past
years. All were people
and/or organizations I
knew, and many of
them were heroes of
mine.
“So really, this Founders’
Award belongs to NALA.
But I’m going to plead the
legal doctrine of
“confusion,” and argue that
NALA can’t award itself,
and I gladly, happily and
gratefully accept this
award with all my thanks
and with all my heart.” -

Jimmie Murvin

First a word or two to
the three people who
conspired to nominate
me behind my back:
Jessie Cormier, President of the Louisiana
State Paralegal Association; Debbie Fontenot,
NALA Liaison for the
Louisiana State Paralegal Association; and
Karen McGee, immediate past President of
NALA. I just have two
things to say to you ladies: (1) you have to
sleep sometime, and (2)
the world is round.

If you’ll indulge me for
a minute, I’d like to tell
you about a few of my
favorite NALA memories. The first one is sitting on the terrace of
the Omni Hotel by the
James River in Norfolk,
Virginia. I was there to
accept my CLA certificate in person, and
when I arrived, I felt like
“country come to town.”
I had never seen so
many paralegals in one
place (around 300 or
so) in my entire life. Remember, at that time,
there were maybe 2 or
3 paralegals that I
knew about in Louisiana.
In 1985 or 1986 (I forget which), I was fortunate enough to attend
NALA’s convention in
San Francisco. While
there, I ran into Jesslyn
Landers and Debbie
Grant, two paralegals
from Monroe, Louisiana
in an elevator. They
were there to attend the
convention also, and we
“hooked up.” This was a
huge convention,
chaired by NALA President Kay Kasic, and the
annual meeting was
probably the longest in
NALA’s history because
there were many, many
by-law amendments to

be voted on. When I
left at 7:30 p.m. to
catch my plane (the
meeting began at 12
noon), they were still
debating. I heard later
it lasted until nearly
10:00 p.m.
When I went to the Philadelphia convention in
1987, I took my litigation specialty exam.
Marge Dover, Executive
Director of NALA, happened to be proctoring
my specialty exam that
day. When I got to the
essay question, I was
delighted to see it was
on a topic that I had
been researching and
writing about for the
past three weeks in the
course of my job. I began writing and soon
ran out of space on the
pages provided, so I
went up to the front and
asked Marge for more
paper, whispering that I
had just finished a lot of
research on the topic.
She whispered back,
“Oh, G-d, Jimmie, don’t
do this, someone has to
GRADE that essay!”

Continued on Next Page
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ACCEPTANCE SPEECH BY JIMMIE MURVIN WHEN RECEIVING NALA FOUNDERS’ AWARD
NALA ANNUAL MEETING—JULY 12, 2013—PORTLAND, OREGON
Continued from Previous Page

In the course of my experience as a Board
member (I was NALA’s
District IV Director for
two years), I learned
that I liked parliamentary procedure and
chairing meetings.
When I began my experience with NALA,
Louisiana had only two
paralegal organizations, and there was no
state organization and
no organization around
Baton Rouge. Louisiana
needed more paralegal
associations, I felt, and
so did other paralegals
from Baton Rouge and
other places in Louisiana. We began working together and the
Baton Rouge Paralegal
Association was organized in 1984, followed
in 1986 by the Louisiana State Paralegal

Association. The
knowledge I had
gained through my work
with NALA, together
with a lot of the written
information I had gathered while serving on
the NALA Board stood
us in good stead in getting these organizations
up and running, and
they are still alive and
well today.
Chris Porter, the recipient of this year’s President’s Award, talked
about her experiences
working within NALA as
Director of the Continuing Education Council.
My experience demonstrates how NALA also
reaches out, in the form
of people who work
within NALA and learn
and then go back to
their communities and
states to form local and
state-wide paralegal

organizations. It also
shows how valuable
one’s experience within
NALA is to people who
do go back to their
home towns and states
and work at the grassroots level to promote
the paralegal profession.
So really, this Founders’
Award belongs to
NALA. But I’m going to
plead the legal doctrine
of “confusion,” and argue that NALA can’t
award itself, and I
gladly, happily and
gratefully accept this
award with all my
thanks and with all my
heart.
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Highlights of Fourth Quarterly Board Meeting on July 27, 2013
By Amy Collins-Gutter, Secretary and Jessie Cormier, President

LSPA’s Board of Directors met at the office of
Losavio & Dejean in
Baton Rouge on July
27, 2013. Amy Collins
-Gutter, LSPA’s Secretary, who works at this
firm, was a wonderful
hostess who had coffee
and donuts ready for
us. It soon started
pouring rain which continued through the day,
which turned into a
marathon session as
we tackled the many
issues on the agenda.

proved by the Board for
presentation to the
membership at the Annual Meeting.

We discussed plans for
LSPA’s Annual Conference to be held on
September 20 – 21,
2013, including the fall
seminar, awards reception, annual meeting
and transitional board
meeting. Our CLE
chairperson, Renee
Grissom, presented
the colorful design she
prepared for the cover
of the seminar brochure, which everyone
loved.

Deborah Fontenot,
CP, who took over the
LCP Review Course
Committee after the
resignation of Pam
Turner, discussed
plans for the LCP Review Course scheduled
for the following Friday
and Saturday after the
board meeting. She
distributed her report
on the NALA Annual
Meeting where she
served as our Liaison.
Debbie, one of our
most energetic and
dedicated board members, also explained the
guidelines and application prepared by the
Jimmie Murvin Certification Scholarship
committee. After discussion and some
changes, the guidelines
and application were

Sandy Pourciaux,
ACP, presented the
quarterly budget report
which shows that LSPA
is well within the budget
for the year. We then
evaluated the proposed
budget for 2013-2014
and after a few minor
adjustments, it was ap-

There was discussion
regarding LSPA’s previous approval of the
ABA definition of the
paralegal/legal assistant profession in 1992,
and that since the ABA
had revised that definition in 1997, we should
consider updating our
approval. The Board
approved.

approved. Funding
was approved and it
was determined that
two scholarships could
be presented at our Annual Conference.
Camille Moran, CP,
our Parliamentarian,
introduced the proposed By-Law Amendments and discussion
ensued. At approximately 5:00 p.m., it was
determined that we
would not be able to
get through all eight of
the proposed By-Law
Amendments and the
meeting was adjourned. Discussion
and voting were to continue by email. Thank
you, Amy, for providing
your office for this
board meeting.
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President’s Message
Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP
Continued from Page 2

On Saturday, September 21, the conference continues with LSPA's 28th Annual Meeting and Election of Officers. Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. By
the time you receive this issue of The Advocate, you should have received
the official Notice of Annual Meeting, Notice of the Nominees for Office for
the 2013-2014 membership year, proxy forms and proposed By-Law Amendments. We have a great slate of nominees for office: Amy Collins-Gutter
for 1st Vice President, Cindy Haggerty-Horne for Secretary, Debbie Fontenot, CP for Treasurer and Karen McGee, ACP for NALA Liaison. After
some parliamentary procedures, Sandy Pourciaux, ACP, will become the
President-Elect and then be installed as President of LSPA for 2013-14 at
the Annual Meeting. Read her profile in this issue to learn about our next
president! Come to see how our association runs and join in the process!
Immediately following the Annual Meeting, there will be a Transitional Board
Meeting for all incoming and outgoing officers and committee chairpersons. Everyone is welcome to stay and observe. If you are interested in participating in LSPA's committees and events during the coming year, this is
where you need to be! You can also contact Sandy Pourciaux, ACP at
smp@onebane.com to discuss your interests.
Also in this issue of The Advocate, read Debbie Fontenot’s article about the
NALA Annual Meeting which was held in Portland, Oregon in July. In addition to Jimmie W. Murvin, ACP, LCP who received the Founder’s Award
and Debbie Fontenot, CP who was LSPA’s official representative as NALA
Liaison, there were other LSPA members in attendance. Karen McGee,
ACP, past NALA President and past LSPA President, was there, as was I.
Another of LSPA’s members, Henry J. Mancuso, Jr. of Lake Charles made
a surprise appearance at LSPA’s Affiliate’s Exhibition booth! It was a pleasure to meet him.
As you explore this issue of The Advocate, search out the article regarding
the Jimmie Murvin Certification Scholarship which will be awarded for the first
time at our Annual Conference. The deadline to apply is August 31, 2013!
There is much, much more for you to investigate in The Advocate.
I hope to see all of our members at this year's Annual Conference!
I hope you’ll take a few minutes to examine this issue of The Advocate. It will
also be posted on the Members Only section of LSPA’s website. As always,
your comments, questions and feedback are welcome. You can contact me
directly at jandlcormier@earthlink.net.

“There are four ways I can
defend murder. Number one,
it wasn’t murder. It was
suicide or accidental. Number
two, you didn’t do it. Number
three, you were legally
justified like the protection of
your home or self-defense.
Number four, the killing was
excusable.” ~ Paul Biegler
(Jimmy Stewart) to client Lt.
Manion (Ben Gazara)
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Candidate for LSPA NALA Liaison
KAREN GREER McGEE, ACP
Karen Greer McGee,
ACP, is First Deputy Clerk
with the Second Circuit
Court
of
Appeal
in
Shreveport, with more
than fourteen years of
experience with the court.
A frequent speaker on
paralegal topics and court
procedures, Karen also is
a member of the Northwest Louisiana Paralegal
Association, the Louisiana
State Paralegal Associa-

tion, and the National
Conference of Appellate
Court Clerks.
She received her paralegal certificate from the LSUShreveport Paralegal Institute. In addition, she
has obtained her Certified
Paralegal credential and
her advanced credential
in Civil Litigation from
NALA. In 1996 she was
named Louisiana's Outstanding Paralegal of the
Year by LSPA. In 2012

Karen completed her second term as President of
NALA.
Karen has dedicated her
career to the advancement of the paralegal profession and has spent
hundreds of hours serving
organizations that meet
the needs of paralegals.
She believes it is through
this service that paralegals make their greatest
contributions to the profession.

Candidate for LSPA Treasurer
DEBORAH FONTENOT, CP
I began my career as a
paralegal in 1986 and
obtained my CP in 1995. I
am currently employed by
Red Mountain Resources
as Contracts Administrator and Office Manager of
the Lafayette Office. I
have been on the board
of the Lafayette Paralegal
Association for approximately 10 years, including
serving as President, Vice
-President,
Treasurer,
Parliamentarian,
and
chair of several committees.

I joined LSPA in 2010 and
shortly thereafter created
a new website for LSPA. I
continue to serve as chair
of the Website Committee. I have also served as
chair of the LCP Review
Course Committee for the
past two years, and
chaired the committee
establishing the guidelines for the new Jimmie
Murvin
Certification
Scholarship.
I was
awarded the LSPA Outstanding Paralegal of the
Year Award in 2012.

For the past two years I
have been honored to
serve LSPA as NALA Liaison. I would like to continue to serve LSPA as an
officer and I am confident
I have the skills and
knowledge that would
enable me to serve LSPA
as Treasurer for the upcoming year.
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Candidate for LSPA Secretary
Cindy Haggerty-Horne, Paralegal
For as long as I can remember, I have been
drawn to the legal field. I
began my paralegal studies with the Brevard Community College in Melbourne, Florida, and completed those studies in
2000 with the J. Sargeant
Reynolds Community College in Richmond, an
ABA-approved program. I
later obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Liberal
Studies, majoring in English and Law History at

the University of Mary
Washington in Fredericksburg, Virginia. I also sat
for and passed the NALA
Paralegal exam.
I believe one of the best
ways to rediscover the
paralegal profession is
through service to the
LSPA. I currently chair
the Newsletter committee,
where my goal is to provide a professional, yet
fun, way for paralegals to
keep up to date on their

profession.
I believe I can accomplish
that same goal by serving
the LSPA in the role of
Secretary. As Secretary,
my focus will be two-fold:
to provide a useful resource for state paralegals with the Newsletter
and to focus on the certification process at both the
national and local levels.

Candidate for LSPA First Vice President
Amy Collins-Gutter, Paralegal
Amy has worked in the
legal field for twelve and a
half years. She received
her Bachelor of Science
degree from Southern
University A & M College
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. She is a member of
the Louisiana State Paralegal Association, the Baton Rouge Paralegal Association and the National
Association of Legal Assistants. In addition, Amy
currently serves as Secretary of LSPA.

During her legal career
Amy has worked in the
areas of legal collections,
family law, estate planning, succession, bankruptcy, LLC and corporations filing, and elder law.
When asked what she
likes best about being a
paralegal, Amy answered,
“The most I enjoy working
in the legal field is helping
clients and the enjoyment
I receive knowing that I
have helped them in
achieving their goal.”

Amy also enjoys spending
time with her family and
vacations to the beach

Page 18

The Advocate

FREE COMPUTER SOFTWARE ALTERNATIVES
– By Bob Jullens, CP, LCP

In the past, we have discussed cool and useful smart phone and I-Pad apps,
but the fact is that most of us still use the good ol’ desktop computer in our day
to day work life. We have come to depend on computers in all aspects of
life and you can find a software program to do almost anything short of
bringing you a cup of coffee. The problem is that the good software usually
comes with a hefty price tag. How dare those software developers want to
get paid for their work!!!
Notwithstanding capitalism and free enterprise
and developers’ right to charge good money for their product, it still hurts to
lay down a couple of hundred bucks to get the latest version of Microsoft
Word or Photoshop, especially when every two months, the “newest version”
comes out
Then along comes Open Source software.
Open Source software is software that is written by developers to closely mimic the name brand software.
Sort of like a generic product at the grocery store.
Open Source software
can generally be downloaded for free, although a donation to the developer
is always appreciated.
Many of today’s popular software titles have an
open source equivalent. Often times, the program may not have every single
feature of its name brand counterpart, but they are close, and unless you are
a professional in that field using that software as the industry standard software, the open source version will do just fine.
There is also software known as freeware. This is software that is not specifically written to look much like the commercial title, but is rather an alternative
program to accomplish the same task, but is free to download and use.
Many of these freeware and open source programs can be found at the
“open source alternative” website at www.osalt.com. A few of the open
source or freeware alternatives for common commercial software titles are:
COMMERCIAL

USE

Microsoft Office

OpenOffice or LibreOffice

Adobe Photoshop

Gimpshop

AutoCAD

FreeCAD

Microsoft Outlook

Mozilla Thunderbird

So before you go out and buy that expensive new software title, check to see
whether there is a freeware or open source equivalent that will meet your
needs. Since they are free, you can download them, take ‘em for a spin, and
see whether the full commercial title is really what you need.
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Calendar of Events
September 15 – 21, 2013

Paralegal Week in Louisiana

September 19, 2013

Paralegal Week Celebration presented
by Lafayette

5:00 – 7:30 p.m.

Paralegal Association at The Petroleum
Club – LSPA members invited to attend

September 20-21, 2013

LSPA Annual Conference, Lafayette
Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites
Lafayette

Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Seminar: The Certified Paralegal Exam: A Review of Core Subjects All Paralegals Should Know

Friday, 5:00 p.m.

Awards Reception

Saturday, 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

28th Annual Meeting & Election of
Officers

Saturday, 12:00 – 1:30 p.m.

LSPA Transitional Board Meeting
(Incoming & Outgoing Board Members
Only)

Baton Rouge Paralegal Association News
By Renee Grisson
The Baton Rouge Paralegal
Association successfully concluded its annual summer
membership drive. In September, it will hold a special
Paralegal Week luncheon
with paralegal Dorothy Sullivan speaking on “Paralegals
in the Workplace.” Future
events include more of the

new CLE “Lunch ‘n Learn”
meetings which are free to
BRPA members, as well as
participation in the Baton
Rouge Bar Association Law
Expo 2013 and the Bar Association’s 15th Annual “Belly
Up With The Bar” cooking
competition. For further information on BRPA events or

membership, please contact
Renée Grissom, BRPA-LSPA
Liaison at grissom.renee@gmail.com or
(225) 343-2348.
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LCP REVIEW COURSE
By Debbie Fontenot
The LCP Review Course was
held on August 2nd and 3rd in
Lafayette. LSPA has compiled a Study Guide for the
LCP Review Course which is
sold throughout the year, or
which can be purchased at
the time of the Review
Course. Most of the attendees at this year’s Review
Course had already purchased their Study Guide
and had an opportunity to
review and begin studying
the material. They were prepared with specific questions
for the speakers and were
delighted to find that all of
the speakers were well qualified to provide the extra
information they sought. As
one attendee noted, the
speakers were not only
knowledgeable, they were
‘passionate’ about the topics
they presented.

“The Constitution is
colorblind, and neither
knows nor tolerates
classes among citizens.”

― John Marshall

On behalf of LSPA, I would
like to extend a huge
THANK YOU to all of the
speakers. Thanks to all of
you, the Review Course was
a deemed a huge success by
the attendees; some of whom
intend to take the LCP exam,
and some of whom attended
to expand their knowledge
and understanding of Louisiana law.
We began Friday morning

with donuts, compliments of
Debbie Billiot, while everyone settled in for the twoday, sixteen hour course.
Our first speaker was Kay
Gautreaux, J.D., a Lafayette attorney well known to
the members of the Lafayette Paralegal Association
for her presentations to LPA.
Kay’s knowledge of Wills,
Probate/Successions as well
as her passion for helping
families was evident as she
covered the highlights of
wills, testate and intestate
successions, inheritance, and
trusts.
Next William H. L. Kaufman
of the Ottinger, Hebert law
firm in Lafayette displayed
his knowledge of Torts, which
was tested with questions
from our attendees, and he
rose to the occasion with
insightful and informative
responses.
The next two sections were
presented by Baton Rouge
attorney, Joseph K. Scott III,
J.D. In the Evidence section,
Mr. Scott’s passion for litigation was evident as he relayed personal experiences
and situations regarding the
production and/or suppression of evidence. After a
brief break for lunch, Mr.
Scott returned to discuss
Family Law. Again, the at-

tendees will remember the
material presented due to
Mr. Scott’s ability to relate
personal experiences in representation of clients in the
family courts.
Desiree’ D. Early, MBA, CP,
LCP, ARM, prepared a concise yet comprehensive Power Point handout regarding
Contracts and Obligations
which she distributed to the
attendees. Not only was
Desiree’ very knowledgeable on her topic, she has
taken the LCP exam and was
able to answer general
questions regarding the exam which was also very
helpful to anyone planning
to take the LCP.
We concluded the day with
my presentation on Business
Organizations. I was so impressed with the knowledge
level of the attendees and
the excellent questions they
presented.
We started bright and early
again on Saturday with Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP presenting General Law, one of
the required sections of the
exam. Although this is not
one of the more interesting
sections
when
reading
through the study guide,

Continued on the next page
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LCP REVIEW COURSE
By Debbie Fontenot
Jessie’s excellent presentation and handouts kept the
group’s interest and invited
lively discussions.
The Criminal Law and Procedure section is one of the
more interesting sections in
the Study Guide, particularly
as presented by Molly Davenport, CP, Deputy to Magistrate Judge Hill, USDC
Western District of Louisiana.
As they say, “Procedure is
Everything”, and in criminal
law it is even more important
to follow proper procedure
to ensure justice.
Who else could present Ethics like Jimmie W. Murvin,
ACP, LCP? Jimmie has been
the leader of paralegal ethics presentations in Louisiana
for years. She understands
paralegal ethics like no one
else and generously shares
her
experiences
and
knowledge with Louisiana
paralegals. As an educator
and adjunct professor in the
LSU Paralegal Studies program, she is an amazing
speaker and can even make
the Civil Procedure section of
the LCP Review Course interesting and understandable.
Jimmie has presented both of
these topics at several annual LCP Review Courses.
We wrapped up the Review

Course with the Property
section presented by Sandy
Pourciaux, ACP.
Sandy
prepared a wonderful PowerPoint handout that those of
us taking the LCP exam will
be using to study for this
section. Louisiana property
laws are one of the best
examples of why we call our
Study Guide “. . . Except in
Louisiana”. It’s a good thing
Sandy has a great understanding
of
Louisiana’s
unique property laws which
enabled her to help the attendees get a better grasp
on this topic.
Just as the attendees of the
Review Course were impressed with the speakers,
the speakers were impressed
with the knowledge evidenced by the discussions
and questions initiated by
the attendees. Most of the
attendees have been working as a paralegal for several years. While most of the
attendees were from Lafayette, we did have ‘guests’
from Baton Rouge, Alexandria, and the Natchitoches
area.
Pictured
(seated)

left to right,
Michelle Domas,

Emma Guidry, Peggy Ashley,
Msgr. Curtis Mallet, Sonya
Ryder, Toni Harrison, Leslie
Baiamonte, and Debbie Billiot;
(standing)
Renatti
Dupont and speakers Jimmie
Murvin, ACP, LCP and Sandy
Pourciaux, ACP. Msgr. Mallet is a Canon Lawyer and
Vicar General of the Diocese
of Lafayette. When his assistant, Peggy Ashley, signed
up for the course Msgr. Mallet started reviewing the LCP
Study Guide. He was impressed with the material
covered and was very interested to see how Louisiana
law should be incorporated
with the Canon Law he
learned at seminary and
practices. His insight was a
welcome addition to the LCP
Review Course. “Thank You”
to everyone that participated!
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Open Mouth, Insert Foot!
By Vicki Voisin, ACP
Everyone makes verbal
blunders. Perhaps it’s
an impulsive remark, an
innocent comment that
comes out all wrong, or a
remark you had no business making in the first
place.
How do you recover when
you make a verbal blunder? Should you
acknowledge it? Yes! Is
an apology crucial? Always! Will “I’m sorry!”
be enough? Probably not.
Here are some tips that
will help you save face
when you make that inevitable verbal blunder
and learn how to avoid
future blunders:
The verbal blunder: You
made an insulting comment about your boss or
one of your co-workers.
Of course you did not
intend for it to be overhead but it was.
What do you do NOW?
This is a huge mistake
and an apology is definitely in order. A simple
“I’m sorry” isn’t enough.
You’re going to have to
beg for forgiveness with a
clear, straightforward
apology. Groveling may
be necessary.
What do you do later?
Never, ever make derogatory comments about
other people. You never
know who may be listening. You can never be

sure your comment won’t
be repeated. If someone
tries to engage you in
conversation that includes negative remarks
walk away.
The verbal blunder: You
made a comment in a
meeting that came across
wrong.
What do you do NOW?
State that your comment
was misinterpreted.
Acknowledge that you
understand how your
comment may have been
offensive. Be sure they
understand that you “get
it”. Apologize and state
that it wasn’t your intention to offend. Take a
minute to figure out how
to say what you meant in
a way that won’t be offensive and try again.

problem, then you should
add that you’re appalled
you made this comment.
Make it clear that you
recognize your lapse of
judgment and that you
understand you can’t
represent your employer
without permission.
What do you do later?
Always remember your
place and what is appropriate for your position.
Unless you are authorized
to speak on behalf of
your employer, keep your
comments to yourself.
Verbal blunders can cost
you in several ways:
they may destroy important relationships;
they may demonstrate
you lack good judgment;
they may result in your
losing your job.

What do you do later? If
possible, plan any comments you intend to
make at a meeting. Be
sure to consider your audience. Try not to comment when you’re angry
or upset.

When you make a verbal
blunder, admit your error and offer an appropriate and sincere apology.
Learn from your mistakes. Don’t repeat
them. Tape your mouth if
necessary.

The verbal blunder: You
spoke out in such a way
that it seemed as though
you were speaking for
your employer.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

What do you do NOW?
Again, you must apologize. If you stated an
opinion that is not the
opinion of your employer
and this resulted in a

Continued on page 23
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LCP Certifying Board News
By Shondra “Shonnie” Broussard, CLA, LCP
It is with regret that I must
inform you that I am ending
my position as Chair of the
LCP Certifying Board. I have
been honored to serve as
your Chair of this committee
for the past six years. I feel
certain that you will continue
to be well served with the
newly appointed Chair, our
present President of LSPA,
Jessie Cormier. Jessie has
graciously agreed to serve
as the Chair of the LCP Certifying Board and I am sure
that she will serve the Certifying Board well. I know
you join me in welcoming

Jessie to the Board.
The LCP Certifying Board
has recently seen a rise of
interest in persons sitting for
the LCP examination. Increasingly, LSPA and the LCP
Certifying Board find employers want their paralegals state and nationally
certified. We encourage
you to take the LCP exam.
Just think what the LCP certification designation will do
for your resume. Send Jessie
or me an email at
jandlcormier@earthlink.net
or shonnieab@yahoo.com

and we will provide the application for the LCP exam.
The deadline to get your
application in to take the
October examination is August 16, 2013. The next
examination dates are October 4 and 5, 2013.

Open Mouth, Insert Foot!
By Vicki Voisin, ACP
Continued from page 22

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
© 2013 Vicki Voisin,
Inc. Do you want to use
this article in your newsletter, ezine or Web site?
You can, so long as you
include this entire blurb
with it:
Vicki Voisin, "The Paralegal Mentor", delivers simple strategies for parale-

gals and other professionals to create success and
satisfaction by setting
goals and determining
the direction they will
take their careers. Vicki
spotlights resources, organizational tips, ethics
issues, and other areas of
continuing education to
help paralegals and others reach their full potential. She is the co-author
of The Professional Paralegal: A Guide to Finding

a Job and Career Success.
Vicki publishes Paralegal
Strategies, a weekly enewsletter for paralegals,
and hosts The Paralegal
Voice, a monthly podcast
produced by Legal Talk
Network.
More information is available at
www.paralegalmentor.co
m where subscribers receive Vicki's 151 Tips for
Your Career Success.
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THE NEWEST LSPA MEMBER BENEFIT:
THE JIMMIE MURVIN CERTIFICATION SCHOLARSHIP
TO BE AWARDED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING
LSPA is pleased to announce
that the guidelines and application for the new JIMMIE
MURVIN CERTIFICATION
SCHOLARSHIP have been
completed and were posted
to the LSPA website on August 1. Notice was also sent
to members that applications
would be accepted for this
new scholarship FOR MEMBERS ONLY during the month
of August, 2013. Did you
submit your application?
The JMCS is funded in part
by donations, and in part by
a portion of your LSPA dues.
As of early August, LSPA had
received donations sufficient
to fund TWO scholarships! It
is anticipated that Jimmie W.
Murvin, ACP, LCP will award
those scholarships at the annual meeting to be held in
Lafayette on September 21,
2013.

Are you currently certified?
Are you thinking about taking the CP exam, or the LCP
exam? Or perhaps you have
your CP and would like to
take the ACP. LSPA encourages paralegal certification
and we understand that it is
difficult to come up with the
funds for the study material,
review course, and finally
the cost of taking the exam.
Would it help to know that
once you pass the exam you
can be reimbursed up to
$250 of those expenses?
LSPA wants to help! Not
only do we want to help
once; each LSPA member
may apply for up to THREE
scholarships – one for the CP,
one for the LCP, and one for
an ACP! You can even apply before taking the exam
and LSPA will ‘hold’ the
funds and send your check
once you pass the exam!

There are some limitations on
the scholarship, such as you
must have been a LSPA
member for a minimum of
three consecutive years to
apply, and you can only be
awarded one scholarship per
year. Please review the
guidelines posted on the
‘JMCS’ page of the LSPA
website (www.laparalegals.org). If you didn’t apply this year, make
sure to apply between July
15 and August 15 next year,
or the following year, or
both! Take your CP and
your LCP, or take your LCP
and an ACP; or take one
each year; and let LSPA help
with the cost!
If you have any questions
after you read the guidelines
on the website, please don’t
hesitate to contact me at
debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net.

LSPA Candidate for President
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
Continued from page 3

Fast forward to 2013. I’ve
been at it for thirty-five
years and I continue to educate myself every chance I
get. I am proud to be where
I am, thrilled with my choices
and happy with my career.
I’ve worked in most types of
law and there is one thing
for sure, they have all culminated into my desire to be

the best I could be at what I
do. . Well that’s the short
version of me. The long version won’t make it into the
newsletter, but call me sometime. I’d be glad to be your
inspiration.
As we move to the
next year in LSPA’s future,
thank you for letting me
drive. New ideas are flooding in and the hard work of

our predecessors will guide
us down the right roads.
Fasten your seatbelts because it’s going to be a
great ride.
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ETHICS TALK
by Jimmie W. Murvin, ACP, LCP
1. You are a paralegal for a plaintiff’s personal injury firm and you are working on
motion for summary judgment which was assigned to you by your lawyer. The motion
seeks a summary judgment on the issue of liability and, if granted, would establish
the liability of the one defendant for the accident and injuries suffered by your client,
Jessie Q. Grant. Mr. Grant lives with his aunt and uncle, who are not clients and have
no claim arising from Mr. Grant’s accident.
Suddenly your telephone rings, and the receptionist announces that Mr. Grant’s aunt,
Mrs. Theodora Fontenot, is on the phone asking about the status of Mr. Grant’s case
and when the motion for summary judgment will be filed and how soon it will be
heard and decided. You take the call because your lawyer is away from the office
taking depositions in another case. You know the answers to all the questions Mrs.
Fontenot is asking. What is the most ethical response to Mrs. Fontenot’s inquiries?
A. Tell Mrs. Fontenot that the motion for summary judgment and Mr. Grant’s case are
none of her business, and that you cannot answer her questions.
B. Ask Mrs. Fontenot to call back and speak with the lawyer when he is in the office,
as you, the paralegal, cannot answer her questions.
C. Give Mrs. Fontenot all the information she has asked for about the status of the
case and when the motion for summary judgment will be filed and heard, and answer
all of her other questions during the course of your conversation.
D. Speak to Mrs. Fontenot in a friendly way, but ask her to have Mr. Grant call you
for all this information, because she is not the client, Mr. Grant is, and you can only
give that information to him.

In Law, a man is guilty
when he violates the rights
of others. In ethics, he is
guilty if he only thinks of
doing so.” - Immanuel Kant

E. Ask Mrs. Fontenot to have her husband, Jonathan Fontenot, call you, as the firm
has a policy not to give case information to women who are not clients.
Give one or more citations from the Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct and/or
other Louisiana legal sources to support your choice of solution.
2. You are a paralegal working for a defense firm which represents Discovery Insurance Company, and you and your supervising lawyer are handling over 75 matters
for Discovery at the present time. While you are shopping in the supermarket one
Saturday evening, you run into one of the insurance adjusters who work for Discovery,
and he asks about the status of one of the cases he is assigned to monitor while you
and your lawyer are working on it.
The two of you are standing at the meat counter and, because it is a holiday weekend, there is a crowd of people there buying meat for their weekend barbecues. It is
hard to hear and you realize you will have to speak loudly to make yourself heard
and understood.
Continued on page 26
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ETHICS TALK
by Jimmie W. Murvin, ACP, LCP
Continued from page 25

What is the best possible solution to this situation? Give one or more citations from the
Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct to support your choice of solution.
3. A lawyer from Mississippi calls you one afternoon and says that he is thinking of
referring a case to your lawyer. It arises out of an automobile accident that happened while the client was in Louisiana, when a Louisiana driver’s vehicle rear-ended
the client’s vehicle while the client was stopped at a red light on Louisiana Highway 1
in Marksville. The Mississippi lawyer tells you the date of the accident and asks
whether you can confirm that the statute of limitations (prescription in Louisiana legal
language) date is one year from the date of the accident or two years from that
date. Your supervising lawyer is not in the office. Should you:
A. Tell the Mississippi lawyer that you know the answer but that Louisiana law considers giving that sort of information as unauthorized practice of law, and tell him you
will check with your lawyer and have the lawyer call him back; or
B. Tell the Mississippi lawyer that you cannot help him and get off the phone as
quickly as possible; or
C. Ask the Mississippi lawyer to telephone your lawyer later on that week; or
D. Tell the Mississippi lawyer what he wants to know; or
E. Inform the Mississippi lawyer that he can look up that information for himself and
give him the citation to the Louisiana statute that answers his question.
Give one or more citations from the Louisiana Rules of Professional Conduct and/or
Louisiana case law to support your solution to this problem.
THINK YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS, BUT AREN’T POSITIVE
ENOUGH TO RESPOND? SURE YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS,
BUT DON’T KNOW WHERE THE AUTHORITY IS TO SUPPORT YOUR ANSWERS?
HAVEN’T THE SLIGHTEST CLUE AS TO THE SOLUTIONS TO THESE PROBLEMS?
THEN ATTEND THE LOUISIANA STATE PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION’S ANNUAL
MEETING IN LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA, ON SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2013, AND WE WILL
TALK ABOUT THESE PROBLEMS AND DISCUSS THE BEST (AND WORST!) SOLUTIONS TO THEM, AND WHERE YOU CAN FIND THE LEGAL AUTHORITY THAT
SUPPORTS THESE SOLUTIONS.
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BENEFITS OF LSPA MEMBERSHIP






Promotion of the
paralegal profession, paralegal education, and ethical
conduct for paralegals in the State of
Louisiana and specifically in cooperation with local and
state bar associations.
Networking opportunities with other
paralegals throughout the State of Louisiana.
Free subscription to
LSPA's quarterly
newsletter, The Advocate, which is prepared especially for
Louisiana paralegals, contains information on CLE, organization activities,
professional
achievements, local
paralegal association activities, and
features regular
articles and columns
of special interest to
paralegals such as
"Ethics
Talk,"
"Computer Talk,"
and "Paralegal Student News".









Two
annual
statewide continuing
education opportunities which are specific to paralegal
education interests
and needs, plus a
yearly LCP Review
Course which also
serves as CLE and
the preparation for
paralegals desiring
to take the LCP examination, all of
which offer reduced
tuition benefits to
LSPA members.
Affiliation with the
National Association
of Legal Assistants,
Inc.
Acknowledging and
rewarding paralegal
excellence
through various
awards such as
LSPA's Outstanding
Paralegal of the
Year Award, the
Meritorious Service
Award, and Service
Achievement Award.
Take advantage of
a statewide Job
Bank available and
accessible to LSPA
members only.







A Lobbying Committee which actively
and continuously
monitors legislation
and jurisprudence
that could in any
way affect the paralegal profession in
Louisiana and which
stands ready to lobby for paralegal
interests in our state.
Website which provides LSPA's history,
mission statement,
membership applications, news, activities, LCP examination schedules, seminar schedules, and
legal links.
Administration of the
LCP (Louisiana Certified Paralegal) examination, which
provides an opportunity for Louisiana
paralegals
to
demonstrate their
high
l ev e l o f
knowledge of Louisiana law (connected
to NALA's CLA examination).

Renew your LSPA membership now for the 2013-2014 year!
Go to LSPA’s website www.la-paralegals.com
and click on the tab “LSPA Membership” and scroll down for the link.
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2013 COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Awards
Lobbying
Membership
Debbie Billiot
dcb1030@yahoo.com
Continuing Legal Education/Seminars
Renee Grissom
Grissom.renee@gmail.com
Executive
All Elected Officers
Finance and Budget
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
smp@onebane.com
Fundraising
Historian/Archives/Scrapbook
Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP
jandlcormier@earthlink.net
Long Range Planning
All Past Presidents
Marketing – TBA
Media Relations (PSA) (Sub-Com.)
Camille Moran, CP
caramor@wnonline.net
Credentials – TBA
Newsletter
Cindy Haggerty-Horne
cindyhaggertyhorne@yahoo.com

Professional Development
Sonjanita C. Jordan
sonjanitajordan@hotmail.com

“The minute you read something
Program
Karen McKnight, CP
kmcknight@mpassmanlaw.com

that you can't understand, you

Rochelle Scholarship
Heather Wyatt
hwyatt@psnlaw.com

drawn up by a lawyer. ” `Will

can almost be sure that it was
Rogers

Sponsorship/Vendors
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
smp@onebane.com

“As one judge said to another
Technology
Robert “Bob” Jullens, CP, LCP
bjullens@dphf-law.com

judge: be just. And if you can’t be
just, be arbitrary”
― William S. Burroughs

Jimmie Murvin Certification Scholarship
Development Committee
Web Site
LCP Review Course
Deborah Fontenot, CP
debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net
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“Are you planning to
follow a career in
Magical Law, Miss
Granger?” asked
Scrimgeour.
“No, I’m not,” retorted
Hermione. “I’m hoping to
do some good in the
world!”
― J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter
and the Deathly Hallows

The Advocate

MISSION STATEMENT
The Louisiana State Paralegal Association,
Inc., as the leader
of the paralegal profession in Louisiana, is dedicated to
the advancement
and betterment of
the paralegal profession throughout
the State of Louisiana and in general.
LSPA strives to increase the recognition of the paralegal
field by promoting

the benefits of effective and increased utilization
of paralegals.
Working diligently
to maintain the integrity of the profession, LSPA promotes high ethical
standards for its
membership and
also offers a voluntary certification examination to identify
Louisiana paralegals who have

demonstrated a
high degree of competency in the profession. LSPA also
promotes continuing legal education
for its members.
Further, LSPA is
dedicated to providing a network of
professional support to paralegals in
their careers.
.

2012-2013 OFFICERS/BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP
jandlcormier@earthlink.net

NALA Liaison
Deborah P. Fontenot, CP
debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net

First Vice President
Debbie Billiot
Dcb1030@yahoo.com

Parliamentarian
Camille Moran, CP
caramor@wnonline.net

Secretary
Amy Collins-Gutter
amycollins3@cox.net

Chair, LCP Certifying Board
Shondra D. “Shonnie” Broussard,
CLA, LCP
shonnieab@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
smp@onebane.com
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A Survey Recently Posted on the ABA Journal Website asks:
What’s Your Favorite Law Novel?













To Kill a Mockingbird
Crime and Punishment
Bleak House
The Trial
Les Miserables
Billy Budd
Presumed Innocent
The Scarlet Letter
The Bonfire of the Vanities
An American Tragedy
The Paper Chase
Bartleby the Scrivener













Native Son
The Stranger
A Tale of Two Cities
A Time to Kill
The Caine Mutiny
Their Eyes Were Watching God
QB VII
The Firm
The Count of Monte
Cristo
The Handmaid's Tale
Anatomy of a Murder






The Fountainhead
The Ox-Bow Incident
Old Filth
Other not on this list

Send you answers to cindyhaggertyhorne@yahoo.com
. Be sure to note “Law Novel
Survey” in the subject line.
Tell me the name of the book
and why it is your favorite!
Results and quotes to be
published in a future newsletter issue.

Welcome, LSPA Sponsors!
LSPA Sponsors, Place your Sponsorship in The Advocate, today!

The Advocate is published quarterly and is distributed to numerous individuals, law firms, and
businesses across the state. Now is the time to take advantage of this opportunity to reach
legal professionals all over the state. So, pick up your phone and call today!
The deadline for submitting your camera-ready sponsorship ad or business card, for our January 2014 Issue, is December 15, 2013.
Sponsorship Rates per issue:

1/8 Page
$30.00
1/4 Page
$50.00
1/2 Page
$90.00
Full Page
$125.00
Businesses placing sponsorships in all four issues of The Advocate receive a 10% discount!
For Sponsorship info for The Advocate or for sponsoring an LSPA Seminar, please
contact: Jessie Cormier at jandlcormier@earthlink.net. LSPA is also offering a yearly subscription of The Advocate to non-members at the cost of $15.00.
For LSPA Membership information, including Voting, Student, Associate, or Sustaining
Membership, Please contact: Debbie Billiot, First Vice President, by email:
dcb1030@yahoo.com.

Thanks to all LSPA 2012-2013 Sponsors for
your support!

“It may be true that the law
cannot make a man love me, but it
can stop him from lynching me,
and I think that's pretty
important.”
― Martin Luther King Jr.
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