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2013—2015 President’s Farewell Message
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP

Farewell My Fellow Paralegals
and LSPA Members!
By Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
As I write this final message, I wanted to let you know that the gavel was passed on to
our new president, who will serve you during the remainder of 2015 and through the 2016
term. I'm not going far though, as I was voted in to serve as your NALA Liaison for this
new term. I'm excited and honored to hold this position for LSPA as its representative for
all things NALA.
As I recap my time serving as your president the last two years, here are a few highlights and memories I would like to share with you. It's September of 2013, and we have
just had our annual membership meeting and election of officers. Jessie Cormier, then
current president, hands the gavel over to me to serve in the role as president. Yikes!!
Here's where the new president presents his or her ideas for the coming year to the new
board and attendees of the annual meeting. I pointed out that it was nice to see board and
committee members present at the annual meeting, but how do we accomplish getting
together for the quarterly meetings with officers, committee chairs and members spread
throughout the state? I began researching alternative, cost effective, and safer ways of
communicating without officers having to travel to meet in various areas of the state.
Skype became our answer, and since then for the next two terms as president, we sat in
the comfort of our own homes, in PJs and with a coffee cup, and conducted meetings. We
accomplished much during this time. Ideas flourished and were brought to fruition, topics
were discussed and seminars were planned, and laughs were always readily available.
Time flew by and before you knew it, my first term as president was ending. Not so fast! I
was able to serve a second consecutive term the next year which fell in line with the 30th
year anniversary of LSPA. What an honor to take this great association and plan a celebration with the board members and committee chairs. The 30th year celebration of LSPA
was the highlight of my board service. I was proud to be a part of it and to see past presidents attend this wonderful event as well.
In closing, let me say this. Thank you members of LSPA for giving me the golden torch
and trusting me with your association. We had a great board and committee chairmen
and women during my time as president and I wouldn't change a thing that we did or tried
to do to make LSPA better for you. Stay tuned because we ain't (yes I said "ain't") done
yet! Your new board has some inspiring ideas to bring to you this year. Don't miss out,
stay tuned and stay involved.
Sandy
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Deborah P. Fontenot, ACP, LCP

A Time to Give Thanks
Thanksgiving is a perfect time to write my first President’s Message. What am I thankful
for this year?
Among the many blessings I have received this year, being elected President of LSPA is
one of the most noteworthy. It wasn’t planned, and I even tried to avoid it. I’ve watched my
friends Jessie Cormier and Sandy Pourciaux juggle this position, their careers, and family for the
past four years! They did a great job, but it sure looked like a lot of work! They also set the bar
pretty high, and I just wasn’t sure I was the best person to follow such great leaders!
But how could I pass up the opportunity to work with such a wonderful group of people.
Already on the slate of officers were three past presidents – Sandy Pourciaux, Jessie Cormier, and
Karen McGee, also former President of NALA. I was excited about the awesome ideas Cindy
Haggerty-Horne had already shared for 1st VP/Membership. Renee Grissom agreed to serve as
President-Elect and assist this year to learn what she will need to do next year when she steps up to President. I met Leslie
Baiamonte when I chaired the LCP Review Course and she did an awesome job as last year’s LCP Review Course Chair, so
I know she will bring a lot of energy to her role as Second Vice-President. Anita Wing was formerly with the North Carolina
Paralegal Association and has years of experience that she can share with us. To top it off, Jimmie Murvin, who needs no
introduction, accepted the appointment as Parliamentarian! Wow, what an awesome group!!! Then add the Committee
Chairs like Bob Jullens, Debbie Billiot, Rhonda McManus, and Camille Moran. I can’t go wrong with this group to help me
through the year! I am extremely thankful for each and every one of these board members, who urged me to serve as President and offered their assistance.
Next, I’m thankful for every member of LSPA! Why? Because YOU are why we do what we do. My email address is debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net. I want to hear from you – yes, YOU, don’t look around to see who!!!! I want to
hear YOUR ideas; I want to know what LSPA can do to benefit YOU! I want to know who YOU are and why you chose to
be a paralegal. While LSPA has always been focused on our members, we have dedicated this year, our 30 th anniversary
year, to reach out to our members. Do you have a local paralegal association? We want to reach out to them too, and see how
we can work together to help YOU. We’ve already reached out to the Presidents of a couple of local organizations and we
are sharing ideas and excited about working together! If you don’t have a local association, what can LSPA do to help YOU
and the other paralegals in your area? Let’s plan a date to get together with you and your paralegal friends to consider the
options and opportunities. We also want to reach out to paralegal students with a mentoring program. I’ll let Cindy tell you
more about all of these programs; she has some fabulous plans for YOU! In the meantime, if you have not renewed your
membership, please do so as soon as possible. Cindy’s article will be in the upcoming Christmas issue of the newsletter!
I’m thankful for NALA and LSPA for providing paralegal education and certification opportunities. I hope you have
looked into certification or plan to do so soon. If you have not attended a NALA convention, please consider doing so—
there is so much energy and encouragement. It’s an experience you won’t soon forget! I’m thankful for the local paralegal
associations throughout our state, the members and board members of these associations, and for the benefits these associations offer their members and their communities including continuing education and service projects. I’m thankful for the
experience I’ve gained as a member of the Lafayette Paralegal Association since 2000, and for the opportunity to serve on
the board and as an officer, including two terms as President. I’m thankful for the wonderful friends I have made through my
association with these organizations, and urge you to be an active member of LSPA and your local association.
I’m thankful for the love and support of my family who understand how important it is for me to be involved in
LSPA, LPA, and NALA, and for their patience when I was studying for my paralegal certifications. I’m thankful for my new
paralegal position with the law firm of NeunerPate that is offering me an opportunity to practice in areas that are new to me
and to grow in the paralegal profession; and all of my former employers that have taught me so much. I’m thankful for good
health that allows me to continue to participate in the wonderful opportunities life has to offer.
Finally, I’m thankful for your confidence in me. This will be a great year for me, for you, for LSPA, and for paralegals throughout Louisiana! The officers and board members of LSPA have some great ideas and plans for the year! Be sure
to renew your membership, if you have not renewed, your name will be dropped from the mailing list for the next newsletter.
Keep up with LSPA on our website, LinkedIn, and Facebook.
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NALA NEWS
By: Karen Greer McGee, ACP,
2014-15 NALA Liaison

NALA CONVENTION RECAP!!
NALA’s 40th Annual Convention in Tulsa, Oklahoma, was a tremendous success. There
were hundreds of paralegals literally from around the globe networking, attending the educational
institutes, and surveying the booths of dozens of exhibitors and state and local paralegal associations. LSPA hosted a “I’m a Paralegal Superhero” booth with a selfie opportunity for all who came
by to learn about LSPA’s programs. Here’s a picture of Marie Greninger, NALA’s Director of Administrative Services/Certification, reminding us that our NALA staff are definitely paralegal superheroes!
LSPA’s round table discussion at the conference was very well-attended, attracting between 40 and 50 paralegals who lined up to hear about LSPA’s use of social media to engage and
interact with LSPA members and potential members, and to share their own ideas and experiences. It was a wonderful hour of learning from each other.
At the Annual Meeting of Affiliates, Debbie C. Billiot of Lafayette, Louisiana and LSPA’s 1 st
Vice-President, was honored with the NALA Affiliates Award. We are so very proud of Debbie!
The meeting was also bittersweet – saying goodbye to Marge Dover, CAE, NALA’s Executive Director of 40 years and welcoming new Executive Director Greta Zeimetz, CAE. NALA’s in good hands.
At the 40th Annual Meeting, NALA members passed
changes to the bylaws that will reduce the size of NALA’s
board from 16 to 12 over a multi-year transition period. The
amendments provide for three Directors who must reside in
specific geographic regions, and two at-large Directors. The
changes will commence with the 2016 and 2017 elections,
as current Directors’ terms expire. The terms of the Directors will remain at two years, with a maximum of two consecutive terms.
Last, but certainly not least, NALA members
and affiliates really came through for the Fisher House, the
NALA charity for 2015. The Fisher House, a network of
comfort homes where military and veterans’ families can
stay at no cost while a loved one is receiving treatment, was
the beneficiary of more than $4,000 raised at the conference. NALA members are incredibly generous people.
And next year, NALA will be headed to . . . .
LAS VEGAS! Make your plans now to attend July
13-15, 2016. It’s truly an experience you will never forget.
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NALA NEWS
By: Karen Greer McGee, ACP
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2014 - 2015 NALA Liaison

OTHER NALA NEWS
The fall semester of NALA Campus Live! courses has begun. These
are all online, interactive courses, including topics such as Ethics, Legal Writing, Evidence, and Mergers and Acquisitions. A great way to get CLE!
Here’s a link to the Fall Schedule - http://www.nala.org/
fall2015Schedule.aspx.
NALA has just announced that the ACP in Estate Planning is now
available. In this course, you’ll learn all the essential concepts, principles,
instruments, forms, and tools for accomplishing the client’s purposes and
goals. You’ll start with the common core documents of estate planning: wills,
trusts, powers of attorney, conservatorships, and others. You’ll learn about
gifting strategies and types of trusts. You’ll research current state and federal
law and tax forms, issues, and trends. And, you’ll have the opportunity to apply what you’ve learned to fact-based scenarios, case studies, and test questions. You can find more information at http://www.nala.org/apc-estates.aspx.

Karen McGee, ACP
Leading the Round Table
Discussion on Social Media

UPCOMING NALA DEADLINES
DECEMBER
December 1 - Deadline for applications for January CP Exam
December 10 – Late Application Filing Deadline for January CP exam (with $25 late
filing fee)
JANUARY
January 1-31 – January CP Examination Testing Window
APRIL
April 1 – Deadline for applications for May CP Exam
April 10 – Late Application Filing Deadline for May CP exam (with $25 late filing fee)
MAY

LSPA:
PROUD TO BE A

NALA
AFFILIATED ASSOCIATION

May 1-31 – May CP Examination Testing Window

NALA AWARDS
During 2014—2015 LSPA Members have received the following NALA Awards
Making a Difference Award: Deborah P. Fontenot, CP, LCP
NALA Affiliate Award: Debbie C. Billiot
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New Orleans Paralegal Association
(“NOPA”) Spotlight
The New Orleans Paralegal Association (“NOPA”) has worked
to advance and promote the paralegal profession since 1978 and
has over 300 members. NOPA served as the host for the 2013
NFPA Joint Conference.
In addition to membership, NOPA hosts a Silent Dinner Auction
every year. Members and other attendees get a four course dinner and the opportunity to bid on several items. Members and
sponsors have donated paintings, gift baskets, an autographed
New Orleans Saints Super Bowl poster, and many other items.
Each year NOPA adopts a charity. In previous years, NOPA has
adopted Ronald Mc Donald House. NOPA members spend time
at Ronald Mc Donald House bringing warm hearts and bright
smiles to parents and children who are undergoing treatment for
terminal illnesses.
NOPA hosts three top events every year: Paralegal Career Day,
Silent Dinner Auction, and Educational Seminar. NOPA also
hosts a monthly General Membership Meeting which includes a
guest speaker, sponsored lunch, and networking opportunities.
NOPA is sponsored by court reporting services, staffing agencies, records search companies, legal support companies, and
those who provide investigator services, just to name a few.
Tulane University, Herzing, and Nunez Community College are
schools associated with NOPA.
NOPA created its Westbank Chapter in 2014 to serve members
who are employed on the westbank and cannot regularly attend
the General Membership Meetings. NOPA’s Metairie Chapter
meets several times throughout the year for a “lunch-n-learn”.
The “lunch-n-learn” is sponsored by a supporter of NOPA and
offers a free CLE to both Paralegals and Attorneys.
NOPA is also looking forward to hosting the 2017 National
Convention for NFPA.
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NOPA UPCOMING EVENTS:
Thursday, December 17, 2015 - 5:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m.
Event: New Orleans Paralegal Association
Christmas Dinner/Party,
Location: Café Reconcile, 1631 Oretha Castle
Haley Blvd., New Orleans, La.
Wednesday, January 20, 2016 - 12:00 noon
to 1:00 p.m.
Event: New Orleans Paralegal Association
General Membership Meeting
Location: Louisiana State Bar Association,
601 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, La.
Wednesday, February 17, 2016 - 12:00 noon
to 1:00 p.m.
Event: New Orleans Paralegal Association
Lunch & Learn
Location: Louisiana State Bar Association,
601 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, La.
Thursday, March 10, 2016 - 5:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m.
Event: New Orleans Paralegal Association
Social
Location: Allegro Bistro, Energy Centre (1st
Floor), 1100 Poydras Street, New Orleans,
La.
Wednesday, March 18, 2016 - 12:00 noon to
1:00 p.m.
Event: New Orleans Paralegal Association
General Membership Meeting
Location: Louisiana State Bar Association,
601 St. Charles Ave., New Orleans, La.
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LSPA’s 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
PETROLEUM CLUB OF LAFAYETTE

The Advocate
The Weirdest Laws
from Around the U.S.
Alaska
A person is barred
from giving a moose
a beer. Giving a
mouse a cookie remains fair game.

Arizona
You can’t feed pigs
garbage unless you
have a special
permit.

Alabama
The state constitution
makes it illegal for
any “idiots” or insane
people to vote.

The Louisiana State Paralegal Association
would like to thank
Awards & More

Arkansas
Mispronouncing the
state name is strictly
forbidden.

and the
Rock It Sound Company
for their Sponsorship

and for providing
the entertainment at the
30th Year Anniversary
Celebration

California
Looking to put on a
“frog-jumping contest”? Of course you
are. But if any of the
frogs die, you cannot
eat them.
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LSPA’s 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
PETROLEUM CLUB OF LAFAYETTE
THANKSGIVING, 2015

DEBBIE BILLIOT, AWARDS CHAIRPERSON, PRESENTS
PRESIDENT SANDY POURCIAUX, ACP WITH A PLAQUE IN
RECOGNITION OF HER SERVICE AS LSPA PRESIDENT

ROCK –IT SOUND COMPANY OF BATON ROUGE PROVIDED ENTERTAINMENT
FOR THE CELEBRATION. CAN YOU FIND LSPA’S BOB JULLENS, LEAD SINGER?

PRESIDENT SANDY POURCIAUX PRESENTS ‘LADY JUSTICE’ AWARDS TO OFFICERS JESSIE CORMIER, CP, LCP (LCP CERTIFYING BOARD CHAIR), RENEE GRISSOM (2ND VICE PRESIDENT), & DEBORAH FONTENOT, ACP, LCP (TREASURER)
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LSPA’s 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRTION
PETROLEUM CLUB OF LAFAYETTE
THANKSGIVING 2015

PRESIDENT SANDY POURCIAUX PRESENTS ‘LADY JUSTICE’ AWARDS TO OFFICERS
DEBBIE BILLIOT (1ST VICE PRESIDENT, & KAREN GREER McGEE, ACP (NALA LIAISON)

PRESIDENT SANDY POURCIAUX PRESENTS AWARDS TO CHAIRPERSONS BOB JULLENS, CP, LCP
(TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE CHAIR) AND KAREN McKNIGHT, CP (CO-CHAIR 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION)
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LSPA’s 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRTION
PETROLEUM CLUB OF LAFAYETTE
THANKSGIVING 2015

KAREN GREER McGEE, ACP
Presented with The Meritorious Service Award
LSPA’s 30th Anniversary Celebration was held on Friday, September 18, 2015 which included
presentation of various awards by President Sandy Pourciaux, ACP and others. A special presentation of The Meritorious Service Award was made by Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP.
This award was established in 1993 when it was presented for the first time to Jimmie W. Murvin, a
charter member and first president of LSPA, who has contributed much to LSPA and the paralegal
profession. As a tribute to her, it has often been informally referred to as “The Jimmie”.
This Meritorious Service Award is not intended to be awarded on a regular basis but only when a
member’s service to the organization is so outstanding that it must be recognized as “going exceptionally above and beyond the call of duty”.
The qualifications for this award are:
1.

Dedication to LSPA and the paralegal profession;

2.

Commitment to LSPA and the paralegal profession;

3.

Service to LSPA and the paralegal profession;

Personal sacrifice in supporting LSPA , its goals and activities;
5.
Presence and participation in LSPA activities;
4.

Support to other LSPA members in their professional endeavors;
7.
Unselfishness in demonstrating that the organization is
more important than the individual;
8.
Professional competency;
6.

9.

Personal integrity and ethical conduct;

Leadership and
“followship”.
10.

that

often

overlooked

quality of

In addition to Ms. Murvin, others who have been recognized
with this award are: Karen McKnight, CP, Angella Rayon, CP,
Tanya Herring, ACP, LCP, Sandra Smith, ACP and Jessie
Cormier, CP, LCP.
A committee comprised of past recipients of this prestigious award selected the seventh recipient
of The Meritorious Service Award, Karen Greer McGee, ACP. She has been a paralegal since
1988 and attained her paralegal certificate from the Institute of Paralegal Studies at LSUShreveport, attained her Certified Paralegal credential in May 1990 and her ACP in Civil Litigation
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LSPA’s 30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRTION
PETROLEUM CLUB OF LAFAYETTE
THANKSGIVING 2015

in May 1994. Prior to and during the early years of her involvement with LSPA, Ms. McGee was
active in the Northwest Louisiana Paralegal Association including holding the office of President.
She became active in LSPA by participating in committees and holding offices, culminating in her
election to the office of President for the membership year of 1995 – 1996. In 1996, she was
named LSPA’s Outstanding Paralegal of the Year.
Karen McGee became involved with NALA and began serving on the Board in 1998. She served
on and became chair of the Continuing Education Council as well as the NALA Certifying Board.
She held NALA office starting as Region IV Director, Treasurer, Secretary, Second Vice President , First Vice President (and possibly a few other offices that have been eliminated). Her service
to NALA concluded with two consecutive terms as President from 2010 – 2012.
Ms. McGee has resumed active participation in LSPA, serving as NALA Liaison during the 2014-15
membership year and is now serving as Treasurer of LSPA for the 2015-16 membership year.
It must be pointed out that Karen McGee accomplished all of this while working full time as a paralegal and raising two beautiful daughters. She worked in a private law firm as a paralegal in
Shreveport before her current employment as First Deputy Clerk with the Second Circuit Court of
Appeal where she has worked for the past 15 years. She is currently a member of LSPA, the
Northwest Louisiana Paralegal Association, the National Conference of Appellate Court Clerks and
NALA.
Ms. McGee has dedicated her entire career to the advancement of the paralegal profession
through education, volunteerism and leadership training, not only in the State of Louisiana but
throughout the entire nation.
Congratulations to KAREN GREER McGEE, ACP on being awarded The Meritorious Service
Award!
By: Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP

RENEE GRISSOM
2015 Outstanding Paralegal of the Year
LSPA's Awards Reception on September 18, 2015
Don’t miss the December issue of The Advocate
for the article about OPY recipient, Renee Grissom
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Many Thanks

Colorado

to our

Since a horse is technically a

Newsletter Sponsors!

vehicle, you are not allowed to
enjoy a Dale’s Pale Ale on
horseback. Or any booze for
that matter.
Connecticut
For a pickle to legally be
called a pickle, it must bounce,
proving Connectiut residents
are also devotees of the five
second-rule.
Delaware
If next week’s game of truth or
dare in Johnny’s parents’
basement gets too real, don’t
worry: getting married
because of “jest or dare” is
grounds for annulment.
Georgia
Using profane language to a
person under 14 in their
presence or by telephone is
consideredly disorderly
conduct in Georgia.

Iowa
Boxes used to package
hops are supposed to be
exactly 36in long.
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EXCEPT IN LOUISIANA....
A review course in preparation for the
Louisiana Certified Paralegal (LCP) Exam
EXCEPT IN LOUISIANA...
A Review Course in Preparation for the
Louisiana Certified Paralegal (LCP) Examination
May, 2015
Submitted by Leslie Baiamonte, CP

The LCP Review Course is it a great way to earn CLE, and/or prepare for the LCP exam. It is approved by
NALA for 16.0 hours of CLE. Even if you don’ t need the CLE, and are not thinking of taking the LCP
Exam, it is a great opportunity to learn more about Louisiana law, or refresh your knowledge.
The LCP Review Course was held Friday, May 15, and Saturday, May 16, 2015, at the Holiday Inn Express
& Suites in Shreveport, Louisiana. Big thanks to all our instructors:
Kay Stephens

Criminal Law & Procedure

Josh Clayton, J.D.

Contracts/Obligations

Jimmie Murvin, CP, LCP

Ethics and Civil Procedure

Santi Parks, J.D.

Wills, Probate/Successions

Amy Gardner, J.D.

Torts

Trina Chu, J.D.

Evidence

Sangbahn ( Sam ) Scere, J.D.

Family Law

Brian C. Flanagan, J.D.

General Law

Also, a big ‘ thank you’ to the Shreveport Bar Association for all their help in finding speakers for the
event. All of our speakers were wonderful and the feedback from the participants was great. Pictures of
the speakers are on the next page.
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LCP REVIEW COURSE
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EXCEPT IN
LOUISIANA . . .
SANTI PARKS, J.D.
Wills, Probates & Succession

A Review Course in
AMY GARDNER, J.D.
Torts

preparation for the
Louisiana Certified
Paralegal (LCP)
Examination
May 15 - 16, 2015
Shreveport, LA

Thank you to our
SPEAKERS!
JIMMIE W. MURVIN, CP, LCP
Ethics & Civil Procedure

SANGBAHN “SAM” SCERE, J.D.

The LCP Review Course

Family Law

is approved by NALA for
16 hrs. of CLE

JOSH CLAYTON, J.D.
Contracts & Obligations

The Advocate
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Indiana
You may not catch fish with
your bare hands anywhere
in Indiana.
Kansas
Owning any gambling device is a Kansas crime of
public morals, unless it’s an
antique slot made prior to
1950.
Florida
All establsihments with a
liquor license are prohibited
from holding any contest,
promotion, or activity that
endangers a person with
dwarfism. And that definitely includes throwing.

Louisiana
“Insulting or abusive remarks” are forbidden at any
boxing match.
Idaho
Under a chapter titled
“Mayhem”, Idaho lays out
why eating other people is
not cool, guys.
Illinois
Taking a snooze in a
cheese factory, bake shop,
confectionary, or creamery
is illegal under Illinois’ Sanitary Food Preparation Act.

Volume XXV, Issue IV
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The LSPA 2015 Annual Fall Seminar, “Tips from the Trenches: Practical Tips and
Tricks from Trial Preparation to Appellate Procedure,” held on Friday, September
18, at the Petroleum Club of Lafayette, was a great success. Twenty-four paralegals from around the state registered to attend the event approved by NALA for
six hours of CLE credit, including one hour of ethics and one hour of non-substantive
credit. Each attendee received a thick, bound booklet of handouts and supplemental materials printed courtesy of ProLegal Copies of Lafayette. We want to give a
big “thank you” to all of the speakers who graciously donated their time and skill to
make the presentations entertaining as well as educational and to the LSPA sponsor
members who help support our organization year round.

The Advocate

Gregory K. Moroux, J.D.
Ethics
pictured with Sandy Pourciaux, ACP (left)
Kelly Rhodes, Mr. Moroux's paralegal (right)

Sandy Pourciaux,
ACP
Effective Billing Techniques &
Time Management

Cliff A. LaCour, J.D.
Evidence, Discovery
& E-Discovery

Thank you to our
SPONSORS
Prolegal Copies
Onebane Law Firm

Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
and Debbie C. Billiot
Tips & Techniques for
Trial Preparation

Lori Heaphy & Associates
LSU Paralegal Studies
Program
Awards & More

Jimmie W. Murvin
Legal Research:
Trial Preparation and
Jury Instructions

Rock-It Sound Co.
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Wisconsin
Under state law, no butter
substitutes may be fed to

The LOUISIANA CERTIFIED PARALEGAL CREDENTIAL
By Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP
Chairperson, LCP Certifying Board

students, patients, or
inmates of any state

The Louisiana Certified Paralegal (LCP) exam was
institution unless a doctor first offered in October 1996 – nineteen years ago! So much
has happened since then.
prescribes it for their
health.

Starting in 1976, NALA (the National Association of
Legal Assistants) offered paralegal certification in the form of the Certified Legal
Assistant (CLA) exam. Those who have achieved this credential now have the
Washington
option to use either the CLA designation or CP (Certified Paralegal) designation. This program serves as a national professional standard for paralegals.
Destroying another
NALA has continued to develop this program and now offers advanced certifiperson’s beer cask, barrel, cation (ACP) in a number of areas such as Discovery, Trial Practice, Trademarks, Commercial Bankruptcy, Real Estate and many more. Visit
keg, or bottle is strictly
www.nala.org and click on the Certification tab to learn about this respected
forbidden, as is filling those designation. There are now 18,289 CPs nationwide.
things without the owner’s
written consent.
West Viirginia
It’s illegal for anyone who’s

The National Federation of Paralegal Associations (NFPA) also established paralegal certification programs starting in 1996 with the Paralegal Advanced Competency Exam (PACE) for experienced paralegals. Upon successful completion of the PACE, the designation of Registered Paralegal (RP) is
granted. In 2011, the Paralegal CORE Competency Exam (PCCE) was
launched for entry level paralegals to achieve the credential of CRP.

State specific paralegal certification exams have been established in
states other than Louisiana. When members of LSPA began the process of dechallenged someone to veloping the LCP credential program in the early 1990s, only Florida had a
state specific paralegal examination. Other states now offering a paralegal certione, or acted as a second)
fication program are North Carolina, Ohio and Texas.
to hold office.
Take the next step in your paralegal career by achieving paralegal certification! Louisiana laws are different from every other state due to our roots in
Napoleonic law. Prove your knowledge of Louisiana law and procedure by obtaining the Louisiana Certified Paralegal (LCP) credential. To learn more, visit
LSPA’s website at www.la-paralegals.org and click on the LCP Certification tab.
engaged in a duel (or

The next opportunity to apply to sit for the exam will be in April 2016.
The deadline for application and the exam dates will be posted on LSPA’s website and in the next issue of The Advocate.
Got questions concerning the LCP exam? Please email me directly at
jandlcormier@earthlink.net. LSPA wants to help you achieve your paralegal
career goals!

The Advocate

There are several ways to contact the Louisiana State Paralegal Association!
www.linkedin.com/LaStateParalegalAssn
lastateparalegalassn@yahoo.com
Www.facebook.com/lastateparalegalassn
Www.la-paralegals.org

Did You Know?

The Board Members and Chairpersons of the Louisiana State Paralegal Association would like to encourage you to check out our website—http://www.laparalegals.org/. There you will find information about LSPA including our Officers and Committees; how to obtain LCP Certification; News and Events; and
how to contact LSPA .
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Montana
Just two years ago, MT
passed a law which allows
you to salvage roadkill for
meat.
Michigan
Michigan bars you from
being inebriated on a train
in Act 68 of 1913.
Minnesota
In a flagrant show of
disrespect for old-timey
farmers everywhere,
Minnesota made greased
pig contests and turkey
scrambles unlawful.
Tennessee
TN made any “game or
amusement” in cemeteries
illegal.
Wyoming
Taking or harming a fish
with a gun is against the
law in WY
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Louisiana State Paralegal Association, Inc.
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP IN LSPA

Promotion of the paralegal profession, paralegal education, and ethical conduct for paralegals in the State of Louisiana and specifically in cooperation with local and state bar associations

Texas

Networking opportunities with other paralegals throughout the State of
Louisiana.

If you are standing up,
you’re only legally allowed
to take three sips of beer.

Free subscription to LSPA's quarterly newsletter, The Advocate, which is
prepared especially for Louisiana paralegals, contains information on
CLE, organization activities, professional achievements, local paralegal
association activities, and features regular articles and columns of special
interest to paralegals such as "Ethics Talk," "Computer Talk," and
"Paralegal Student News"

Vermont

Two annual statewide continuing education opportunities which are specific to paralegal education interests and needs, plus a yearly LCP Review Course which also serves as CLE and the preparation for paralegals desiring to take the LCP examination, all of which offer reduced
tuition benefits to LSPA members.
Affiliation with the National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc.
Acknowledging and rewarding paralegal excellence through various awards
such as LSPA's Outstanding Paralegal of the Year Award, the Meritorious Service Award, and Service Achievement Award.
Take advantage of a statewide Job Bank available and accessible to
LSPA members only.
A Lobbying Committee which actively and continuously monitors legislation and jurisprudence that could in any way affect the paralegal
profession in Louisiana and which stands ready to lobby for paralegal
interests in our state.

“Shooting birds for amusement” is illegal in Vermont.

South Carolina
Anyone under the age of 18
is forbidden from using a
pinball machine.

Rhode Island
If you intentionally bite off
your friend’s arm, you will
go to jail. If it’s an accident
though, you have nothing to
worry about.

Paralegal Compensation & Utilization Survey
Website which provides LSPA's history, mission statement, membership applications, news, activities, LCP examination schedules, seminar
schedules, and legal links.
Administration of the LCP (Louisiana Certified Paralegal) examination,
which provides an opportunity for Louisiana paralegals to demonstrate their high level of knowledge of Louisiana law (connected to
NALA's CLA examination)
For further information on joining LSPA, please contact LSPA First Vice President, Cindy Haggerty-Horne at cindyhaggertyhorne@yahoo.com

North Carolina
Stealing used kitchen
grease is a crime in NC.

The Advocate
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Paralegals are Always Swamped!
Exclusive LSPA T-Shirts!

Louisiana State Paralegal Association
www.la-paralegals.org

ORDER FORM
Poly-Cotton T-Shirt

Ohio

Small, Medium, Large and XL -- $15.00
each

Giving fish is prohibited
here.

Oklahoma
Bear wrestling and horse
tripping events are strictly
verboten in OK.

Oregon
Carrying a person under
the age of 18 on any
external part of the car is
unlawful.

North Dakota
You may not knowingly
clone (or attempt to clone
another human in the
Roughrider State.

XXL -- $16.00 each
Number of shirts ______ Size_________
Color of T-shirt: Ash grey _____ Natural _______ Sand _______
Postage per shirt $_3.00_
Name:
_____________________________________________________________
Address:
_____________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________ Fax: ____________________
Email: _______________________________________________________
Send completed order form with payment (check or money order payable to
LSPA) to:
Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP
La. State Paralegal Assn.
P. O. Box 51690
Lafayette, LA 70505

Nevada

Phone: 337-232-9700

Throwing things from a
chairlift is illegal in Nevada.

email: jandlcormier@earthlink.net
Refund policy: No refunds are permitted.
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Many Thanks To Our
Sustaining Members
.

Louisiana State
Paralegal Association

Post Office Box 51690
Lafayette, Louisiana 70505

We Are On The Web:
http://www.la-paralegals.org

Have you renewed your LSPA
membership for the 2015—2016
Membership year?
If not, your name will be removed from
the mailing list on December 1st and
you will not receive the upcoming
Christmas issue of The Advocate!
Please complete the application in this
issue, or use the interactive application
available on the website and mail it,
along with your dues, to the LSPA post
office box as soon as possible.
LSPA Membership
CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM
Name _______________________________________________
Preferred Mailing Address
City, State, Zip code
Telephone Number

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________
____________________________________________________

Preferred E-Mail Address

____________________________________________

Please send this completed form to Debbie Fontenot at debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net

