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Have a question about paralegal certification,
upcoming events, or how to get your CLE hours before
year-end? Contact us via e-mail by visiting our LSPA web
site at http://www.la-paralegals.org where you’ll find
further information about LSPA, including benefits of
membership, CLE seminars, state paralegal certification,
scholarship for paralegal students, calendar of activities,
NALA certification and updates, order forms for the LCP
Study Guide and for LSPA T-Shirts “Paralegals are always
swamped”, history of LSPA and much more. The
Advocate is published quarterly and is a benefit of
membership. (Note: Views presented by the authors
herein are not necessarily the opinions of LSPA.)
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LSPA’s Spring CLE Seminar will be held on March 15,
2013, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Baton Rouge. President Jessie
Cormier, CP, LCP, and Tiffany Thomas, CLE/Seminar Chair,
encourage you to spread the word and make plans now to attend.
See inside this issue for more info!
The Crown Plaza Hotel is conveniently located near the
intersection of I-10 and College Drive (Exit # 158) on Constitution
Avenue in Baton Rouge.
For information about Hotel
accommodations and LSPA room rates, please call the hotel direct
at 800-678-4065 or visit the Crowne Plaza website at
www.crowneplaza.com/execcenterbtr
To Register for the Seminar, complete the attached registration
form or visit the LSPA web site at http://www.la-paralegals.org.
http://www.la-paralegals.org
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Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear LSPA Members:
I am pleased to announce that Kristen Bergeron, CP, LCP of Marksville is Louisiana’s newest
LCP! She has shown the dedication and persistence it takes to achieve both the CP and the LCP
credentials. Congratulations, Kristen!
I am also pleased to announce that we have a new editor for The Advocate, Cindy HaggertyHorne. She is originally from Louisiana but lived and worked in Virginia for approximately ten years.
While there, she obtained an Associates degree in Paralegal Studies from J. Sargeant Reynolds
Community College, followed by a Bachelors of Liberal Studies in Law History and Literature from
the University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg, VA. She subsequently returned to J. Sargeant
Reynolds Community College as an Adjunct Professor in the Paralegal Studies program, teaching
Estate Planning and Probate. She is now employed as a paralegal by Bass Pro Shops in Denham
Springs involved in contracts and litigation. She would eventually like to work in the areas of
HealthCare Policy or Public Policy.
Cindy is picking up the reins from Rhonda McManus who has been newsletter editor since 2011.
We are sorry that Rhonda will no longer be handling the newsletter and the sponsorship committee
although we know she will continue to support LSPA and remain available for assistance. We will
miss having Rhonda on the board. She has served LSPA well.
This issue of The Advocate contains information regarding our Women and the Law seminar on
March 15, 2013. If you don’t live close enough to drive to the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Baton Rouge
the morning of the seminar, come the evening before! Some of us will be doing just that and we can
get together for dinner at a local restaurant. Have you made your hotel reservation yet? We have
great speakers and anticipate an excellent seminar.
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Be sure to read the article regarding the Jimmie Murvin Certification Scholarship. Chairperson
Debbie Fontenot, CP, is forming a committee to develop criteria for this new scholarship for
members only. If you would like to be a part of this endeavor, please contact Debbie as indicated in
her article.
Debbie Fontenot, CP, is also our NALA Liaison and has an informative article in this issue. If you
are not a member of NALA, this is your opportunity to learn how your membership in LSPA, an
affiliated association of NALA, can benefit you. Planning a summer vacation? Why not combine it
with attendance at NALA’s Annual Conference and Educational Institutes in Portland, Oregon?
Many NALA attendees do so every year.
All paralegals in Louisiana need to be aware of a proposal to the Louisiana State Bar Association for
paralegal membership and a paralegal division of the bar. Please read the separate article in this
issue. This affects every paralegal and every paralegal student in Louisiana.
There is a lot of information in this issue of The Advocate and I hope you’ll take a few minutes to
read through it.

Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP
President, LSPA

Your 2012-2013 LSPA Board at work during Winter Board Meeting

Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP -- President; Pam Turner - LCP Review Course Committee Chairperson;
Tiffany Thomas -- CLE Committee Chairperson
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Women and the Law
LSPA MID-YEAR SEMINAR
Friday March 15, 2013
By: Tiffany Thomas, LSPA CLE Chairman

The Louisiana State Paralegal Association presents Women and the Law on Friday March 15, 2013
at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Baton Rouge, LA. Be prepared to be educated and informed about issues
affecting women in the legal system. (See page 7 for the seminar brochure inside this issue!) It will
be a seminar for all paralegals to attend with speakers and topics:

Family Law by Kent DeJean, JD - “Louisiana Divorce Law 101: What Women Need
to Know”; considerations for women in the divorce legal process; and a summary of
laws and procedures regarding divorce, child support, alimony, child custody and
injunctions.
Sexual Harassment by Robin Anderson, JD -“Sexual Harassment: Past, Present
and Future”; historical overview and laws pertaining to sexual harassment; and sexual
harassment in the workplace and what women can do about it.
Ethics by Jimmie Murvin, ACP, LCP - Ethics and Social Media
Molly Balfour, JD, Staff Counsel for Attorney General Office - Legal Etiquette –
Being a Productive Woman in the Work Force and not a "Mean Girl"
Application has been made to NALA for approval of CLE credits.

A forum on issues facing Louisiana paralegals will be held from 3:30 – 4:30 p.m., to be
moderated by LSPA’s President, Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP. There is no fee to attend
this forum.
Seminar Rates are 95.00 for LSPA Members, $115.00 for Non- LSPA Members and $35.00 for Paralegal
Students. Paralegal students must show proof of current registration in paralegal program.
LSPA has negotiated an excellent guest room rate of $95.00 per night for a Single/Double room. A
block of rooms have been set aside, however room reservations must be made by February 1, 2013 to
receive the discounted rate. Room reservations can be made by calling the hotel direct at 1-800-6784065 or visit www.crowneplaza.com/execcenterbtr.
Plan now to attend Women and the Law. It will be a seminar you do not want to miss. The registration
form is attached to this newsletter or visit LSPA’s website www.la-paralegals.org to print your own. If you
have any questions, please contact me at (225) 344-0474 or tt221976@hotmail.cpm. Don’t miss it!!
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LSPA Calendar 2012-2013 - Save the Date!
March 15, 2013

Women & the Law Seminar, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Baton Rouge, LA

April 1, 2013

Application deadline for NALA’s May CP exam

April 5-6, 2013

LCP exam administered

April 10, 2013

Late application deadline for NALA’s CP exam (with payment of late fee)

April 20, 2013

LSPA Spring Board meeting, Alexandria, LA Members welcome!

May 2013

NALA’s CP exam administered

July/August 2013

LCP Review Course

MISSION STATEMENT
The Louisiana State Paralegal Association, Inc., as the leader of the paralegal
profession in Louisiana, is dedicated to the advancement and betterment of the
paralegal profession throughout the State of Louisiana and in general. LSPA strives to
increase the recognition of the paralegal field by promoting the benefits of effective and
increased utilization of paralegals. Working diligently to maintain the integrity of the
profession, LSPA promotes high ethical standards for its membership and also offers a
voluntary certification examination to identify Louisiana paralegals who have
demonstrated a high degree of competency in the profession. LSPA also promotes
continuing legal education for its members. Further, LSPA is dedicated to providing a
network of professional support to paralegals in their careers.
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BATON ROUGE’S CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL
Site of Mid-Year Seminar on March 15, 2013
by Karen L. McKnight, CP
Program Chairman

On Friday, March 15, 2013 LSPA will present its mid-year seminar in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana. The CLE committee is busy working on a very interesting,
educational line-up for our seminar.
Baton Rouge is a place to have fun. It is one of those places on earth that is
timeless. It is the home of our State government and LSU. Baton Rouge is a
seamless matrix of experiences that includes the people, the music, the food and
the scenery. The seminar will be held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, conveniently
located near the intersection of I-10 and College Drive Exit (Exit # 158) on
Constitution Avenue. The hotel offers convenience, comfortable amenities and
superb service.
|n Rouge, Louisiana 70808 | phone 225-925-2244 | x
Lunch will be “on your own”. You may choose to eat at Crowne Plaza’s inhouse restaurant or one of the many fine restaurants close by. If you are traveling
to Baton Rouge from another part of the state, why not come the night before?
Make your room reservation by calling the hotel direct at 800-678-4065 or visit the
Crowne Plaza website www.crowneplaza.com/execcenterbtr.
If you have any questions, please contact me at 318/445-6384 or
kmcknight@mpassmanlaw.com. We look forward to seeing you there!
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WOMEN AND THE LAW:
ISSUES THAT AFFECT WOMEN IN THE
LEGAL SYSTEM

A seminar for all paralegals
LOUISIANA STATE PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION
MARCH 15, 2013
Crowne Plaza Hotel
4728 Constitution Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
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WOMEN AND THE LAW:
ISSUES THAT AFFECT WOMEN IN THE LEGAL SYSTEM
AGENDA
March 15, 2013
8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

Registration

9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Louisiana Divorce 101-What Women Need to Know
Guest Speaker: Kent DeJean, JD
Losavio & Dejean, LLC Attorneys at Law
10:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. Break and Door Prizes
10:15 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Legal Etiquette-Being a Productive Woman in the Work
Force and not a “Mean Girl”
Guest Speaker: Molly Balfour, JD
Office of Attorney General
11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Lunch
*Lunch will be on your own and there are many restaurants nearby*
1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. Sexual Harassment: Past, Present and Future
Guest Speaker: Robin Anderson, JD
Staff Counsel, Third Circuit Court of Appeal
2:00 p.m. to 2:15 p.m.

Break and Door Prizes

2:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Ethics and Social Media
Guest Speaker: Jimmie Murvin, ACP, LCP
Freelance Paralegal and Adjunct Professor, Paralegal Studies
Program, Louisiana State Paralegal Association
3:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Break and Door Prizes

3:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Forum on Issues Facing Louisiana Paralegals
Moderated by: Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP, LSPA President
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GENERAL INFORMATION
WOMEN AND THE LAW
March 15, 2013
Crowne Plaza Hotel
4728 Constitution Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Seminar Registration: 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
$95.00 for LSPA Members
$115.00 for Non- LSPA Members
$35.00 for Paralegal Students. Paralegal students must provide proof of current registration in paralegal
program.
CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellations should be submitted in writing or via e-mail (no telephone cancellations
accepted) by March 11, 2013 to receive a full refund minus a $10.00 administrative fee. Registrants who do not
attend or do not cancel by March 11, 2013 will be responsible for the full seminar fee. A $45.00 NSF Fee will be
applied on all returned checks.
Room reservations may be made by calling 1-800-678-4065 or visit www.crowneplaza.com/execcenterbtr
Application has been made to NALA for approval of CLE credits.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
REGISTRATION FORM
Mail:

Detach or photocopy this form and mail with payment to:
Tiffany Thomas, LSPA 2013 Spring Seminar, PO Box 41889, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70835
Telephone: (225) 223-1361 (for general questions) Internet: www.la-paralegals.org

Name:
Firm Name:
Telephone:
Please Check One:

Member: _____ Non- Member: ____ Paralegal Student: ______

Method of Payment:

Check enclosed payable to LSPA ______

(Please print newsletter Pages 7, 8 and 9 for your copy of the Seminar Brochure and this Registration Form.)
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LCP® Certifying Board News
By Shondra “Shonnie” Broussard, CLA, LCP

Hello everyone,
The LCP Certifying Board has recently seen a rise in the amount of people sitting for the LCP
examination. Increasingly, LSPA and the LCP Certifying Board find employers want their legal
assistants to be state and nationally certified. We encourage you to take the LCP exam. Just
think what the LCP certification designation will do for your resume. Send me an email at
shonnieab@yahoo.com I’ll provide information and the application for the LCP exam.
The next examination dates are April 5 and 6, 2013 (the application deadline was in
February).
The deadline to get your application in to take the October examination is August 16, 2013. The
October examination dates are October 4 and 5, 2013.
I look forward to seeing you in April!!
Shondra “Shonnie” Broussard, CLA, LCP
Please visit the LSPA web site at http://www.la-paralegals.org for further information on how to order The LCP
Study Guide in preparation for taking the LCP Exam. You will also find LSPA’s Bylaws, Board Policy, and
Membership Roster, as well as an order form for LSPA t-shirts.

LSPA Membership
Name
Preferred Mailing Address
City, State, Zip code
Telephone Number
Preferred E-Mail Address

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM

Please send this completed form to Debbie Billiot at dcb1030@yahoo.com.
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LCP Review Course/Study Guide
By: Pamela D. Turner, Chair

The Louisiana Certified Paralegal (LCP) Review Course prepares practicing
paralegals to take the LCP exam offered by the Louisiana State paralegal Association. The
LCP Review Course and LCP exam are based on Louisiana law.

The LCP Review Course is taught by experienced paralegals and attorneys who
practice their profession within the State of Louisiana. The course topics are taken from
the LCP Study Guide, which is available for purchase throughout the year. An order form
can be found in this issue of the Advocate.

To order your LCP Study Guide, please contact Deborah P. Fontenot, CP at
debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net.

This year, the LCP Review Course will be offered in July or early August.
Consideration is being given to holding the course in either Lafayette or Baton Rouge. If
you are interested in taking the course, please email me at pdturner7777@att.net to
indicate which location you prefer.

If you are a practicing paralegal and interested in wanting to increase your
knowledge and advance in your paralegal career, I strongly recommend the LCP Study
Guide and the LCP Review Course.
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Jimmie Murvin Certification Scholarship
Thinking about certification? LSPA will help you with the cost!
By: Deborah P. Fontenot, CP, Scholarship Committee

LSPA has approved a scholarship for MEMBERS ONLY! As you may be aware, LSPA has
been awarding scholarships to paralegal students for a number of years to promote paralegal studies.
LSPA, as founder of the Louisiana Certified Paralegal (LCP) exam and certification, has shown its
dedication to promoting the certification of paralegals in Louisiana. Beginning last year, the LSPA
board began looking at ways to encourage its members to obtain their CP and LCP certifications. The
result of this desire and discussions by the board was the creation of a certification scholarship for
LSPA members only, which will assist members with the cost of such certification!
The next step of the process was to name our new scholarship. Throughout the years, LSPA
has been fortunate to have one certain paralegal/paralegal educator very actively involved in the
association. This individual has attained her Advanced Certified Paralegal (ACP) through NALA and
her LCP. She has worked as a paralegal for many years; is an Adjunct Professor in the Paralegal
Studies Program at LSU; is a founding member and first President of LSPA; was a guiding force in
the creation of the LCP credential; has served LSPA as an officer and/or committee chair most, if not
every year, of LSPA’s existence; has offered her services as a speaker for many LSPA seminars
through the years including the LCP Review Course; and much, much more. I’m sure that almost
every member of the association has come in contact with this member at least once in their paralegal
education, paralegal career, or in connection with LSPA seminars or committees. I’m also sure every
one of you has no doubt that JIMMIE MURVIN, ACP, LCP is that paralegal! The decision to honor
Jimmie Murvin by naming this scholarship the JIMMIE MURVIN CERTIFICATION
SCHOLARSHIP was a very easy decision of the Board.
A committee is currently being formed to establish the guidelines and qualifications for the
Jimmie Murvin Certification Scholarship. Jimmie Murvin has graciously agreed to be a member of
this committee. The committee chair is Deborah P. Fontenot, CP. Debbie has been on the board of
the Lafayette Paralegal Association for a number of years and was involved in the creation of a
similar scholarship for LPA members. Anyone interested in serving on this committee should contact
Debbie at debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net. We would like to have committee members from around
the state, and from each of the local paralegal associations in Louisiana. We would be very interested
in information other associations throughout the state have gathered, discussed, and finally
implemented in any similar scholarship programs.
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NALA CORNER
By: Deborah P. Fontenot, CP - LSPA NALA Liaison

Did you know . . .
that NALA offers online educational opportunities for NALA members and non-members,
on a wide variety of topics, through NALA Campus Live, at a very reasonable price?
that all NALA approved continuing education programs are approved by LSPA for
educational credits toward maintaining your LCP certification?
that NALA members receive six (6) issues NALA’s Facts & Findings each year and that
each issue contains at least two articles YOU will find of interest?
that you can get Facts & Findings at a discounted price of $25 per year just because you
are a member of LSPA, and LSPA is an Affiliated Association of NALA?
that there is a Facts & Findings app for your Android tablet or iPad and you can get a
guest preview of the latest issue?
that NALA recently conducted a Paralegal Utilization & Compensation survey and the
results are available online, free of charge to NALA members and non-members, at
http://www.nala.org/survey.aspx?
that NALA’s website is packed with information just for paralegals?
that once you attend a NALA Annual Convention you will want to go back year after
year?
that as the LSPA NALA Liaison I am available to assist you if you have any questions
regarding NALA?

For example . . .
NALA Campus Live courses from January 26 – May 10 include topics such as
Bankruptcy, Business/Corporations, Ethics, Immigration, Intellectual Property, Legal Research,
Litigation, and many more. In addition, several courses are offered that will assist you if you are
currently considering or studying for the CP exam.
The January/February 2013 issue of Facts & Findings contains articles on how to handle
job stress; professional networking and the importance of local, state and national
memberships; how to set up a Freelance business; Seven Tips to Success; tips for litigation
paralegals on how to use their iPad effectively and efficiently; tips on finding that first job in a law
The Advocate
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office; ethical challenges presented by social media; how to use Microsoft Office more
efficiently; highlights of the results of the Paralegal Utilization & Compensation Survey, and
more. You have to admit, you see at least two articles you would love to read! I have an extra
copy of Facts & Findings that I can loan anyone that would like to read any of these articles.
Now are you interested in that $25/year subscription? Just log on to
http://www.nala.org/FORMS/facts-aff-subscription.htm and complete the form.
This issue also contains information on the NALA Elections to be held in Portland at the
Annual Conference to be held in Portland, Oregon on July 10-12, 2013. If you are a NALA
member, exercise your right to vote. I will be at the conference representing LSPA and you are
welcome to designate me as your proxy. Better yet, plan to join me in Portland. In addition to
the member and affiliate association meetings, NALA offers wonderful educational institutes.
This year’s institutes include Criminal Law, e-Discovery, Estate Administration, Human
Resources, Insurance Defense and Essential Skills which will help you prepare to take the CP
exam.
And don’t forget, NALA administers the CP and ACP examinations. Have you taken your
CP? Are you interested in an Advanced CP designation? For more information on testing dates,
available ACP programs, and so much more, visit NALA’s website at www.NALA.org.
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What do Paralegals Want?
By: Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP, President
In December 2012, we were informed by the president of the New Orleans Paralegal Association (NOPA) that they had
prepared and submitted a proposal to the Louisiana State Bar Association (LSBA) for paralegal membership and the creation of
a paralegal division. A copy of that proposal was provided to LSPA as well as the Baton Rouge Paralegal Association (BRPA),
the Lafayette Paralegal Association (LPA), the Northwest Louisiana Paralegal Association (NWLPA) and Legal Assistants of
Northeast Louisiana (LANEL).
New Orleans attorney Barry Grodsky received the proposal. We have been advised that he formed a committee to
review the proposal and plans to present an opinion to LSBA’s President in April.
LSPA’s Board of Directors discussed this matter at its quarterly board meeting on January 26, 2013. The Board determined that
LSPA should communicate directly with Mr. Grodsky to inform him that we had not yet had the opportunity to completely
evaluate the proposal and to request time in which to prepare a response. LSPA’s letter was submitted to Mr. Grodsky on
February 8, 2013 via e-mail, together with letters from BRPA, LPA, NWLPA and LANEL also requesting the opportunity to
prepare a response.
There are many questions to consider in contemplating a paralegal division of LSBA. What would Louisiana paralegals gain by
becoming members of a paralegal division of the State Bar? What would LSBA gain by creating a new division of membership
for paralegals? It is mandatory for attorneys to join the bar association; will it become mandatory for paralegals? What would
mandatory membership for paralegals mean? Does that imply registration or licensure of paralegals?
Can Louisiana support two state-wide paralegal associations? Would you be a member of both LSPA and the State Bar? If
your employer currently pays your paralegal association dues, would your employing attorney or law firm be willing to pay
additional annual dues? If you had to choose between LSPA and LSBA, which one would you choose?
One thing not addressed in NOPA’s proposal is that LSPA developed and administers the Louisiana Certified Paralegal (LCP)
credential which is complimentary to the Certified Paralegal (CLA/CP) exam administered by NALA. Both of these exams are
voluntary. The LCP exam is offered twice a year. LSPA has a study guide available for purchase and a review course is
offered annually. What would happen if the Bar Association considered developing and utilizing a new and different Louisiana
paralegal certification exam and credential? Would the Bar Association even consider accepting and utilizing LSPA’s LCP
exam and credential?
Another point worth mentioning is that NOPA is affiliated with the National Federation of Paralegal Associations (NFPA), while
LSPA is an affiliate association of the National Association of Legal Assistants (NALA). The certification examinations offered
by these two leading paralegal associations differ substantially. Both organizations have different philosophies regarding the
paralegal profession. What weight will the LSBA give to this issue?
What is the future of the paralegal profession in Louisiana? NOPA’s proposal raises many questions. What do you think? Let
me know at (337) 232-9700 ext. 8425 or jandlcormier@earthlink.net . If you are a member of LPA, BRPA, NWLPA or LANEL,
please also talk to your fellow members and association officers regarding this important issue.
An open forum will be held on March 15, 2013 beginning at 3:30 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 4728 Constitution Avenue,
Baton Rouge, LA as part of LSPA’s Women and the Law seminar. There is no fee to attend this forum. Join the discussion!
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ETHICS TALK
By Jimmie W. Murvin, ACP, LCP, LSPA Charter Member & Past President

How does one "avoid the appearance of professional impropriety"?
To state the question a different way, how does a paralegal know when s/he is about to commit
an act that is or appears to be improper? This is the "safety net" of legal ethics. If you don't know of a
specific rule that applies to a particular set of circumstances or (and this is the better practice) if you
have searched and haven't found a rule that applies, you can use this "safety net" to help you decide
whether what you are about to do or not do is ethically correct.
To do this, take about three steps back and look at the entire situation from the point of view
of an impartial third party - someone who is on the outside looking in, someone like a judge to whom,
at some point in time, you might have to try to explain your actions or inactions. Ask yourself what
that impartial third party, that judge, would think about the matter. Review the entire situation as you
would explain it verbally to that judge.
We paralegals are required to divorce ourselves from our personal feelings pretty regularly.
We sometimes do things in the course of our work lives that don't agree with our personal
philosophies, beliefs, or ideals. We deal with people with whom we have no personal sympathy or
rapport. Therefore, when faced with taking on the role of that impartial judge, we must be able to
isolate our personal feelings on the matter and truly evaluate the situation from an impartial position.
How would the story sound to someone who is not personally involved in the situation?
Would it seem that something wrong has been done? Or would it look as if everything is proper and
correct. You are judging cause and effect: real consequences to the client, to the firm, to your
supervising lawyer, to yourself. Think in terms of possible concrete repercussions, both short- and
long-term. Project ahead as far as you can and assess your actions or inactions by what you anticipate
could happen if you do or don't do the act.
No one gets it right every time. But if you are always vigilant in trying to avoid the appearance
of impropriety and learn to consider your actions before you take them, you will reduce mistakes and
misjudgments to some extent.
I am always disappointed to hear a paralegal say that s/he need not bother with ethical rules:
it's the lawyer’s responsibility anyway, so why worry? Most paralegals believe that they have the
right to be considered professionals. But that right carries with it a concurrent obligation: Paralegals
must behave like professionals. That means avoiding the appearance of professional impropriety.
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Your LSPA Board at work during Winter Board Meeting

Left to right: Pam Turner - LCP Review Course Committee Chairperson;
Tiffany Thomas -- CLE Committee Chairperson;
Karen McKnight, CP -- Program Committee Chairperson;
Debbie Billiot -- 1st Vice President;
Sandy Pourciaux, CP -- Treasurer;
Camille Moran, CP -- Parliamentarian;
Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP -- President
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News from the Lafayette Paralegal Association
By Deborah Fontenot, CP, 2012 LPA President
The Lafayette Paralegal Association held their Annual Meeting and election of officers on Thursday, February 21,
2013. The new officers of LPA are:
PRESIDENT:
Lesley T. Simon
Briney Foret Corry, LLP
413 Travis Street, Ste. 200
Lafayette, LA 70503
Phone: (337) 652-2881
Email: ltsimon@brineyforet.com

TREASURER:
Nancy P. McMillan
Mahtook & Lafleur
P. O. Box 3089
Lafayette, LA 70503-3089
Phone: (337) 266-2189
Email: nmcmillan@mandllaw.com

VICE PRESIDENT:
Savannah Stephan, CLA
Young & Cotter, L.L.C.
315 S. College Rd., #163
Lafayette, LA 70503
Phone: (337) 261-8800
Email: savannah@adamyounglaw.com

PARLIAMENTARIAN:
Deborah P. Fontenot, CP
Red Mountain Resources, Inc.
1720 Kaliste Saloom Rd., Ste. D-1
Lafayette, LA 70508
Phone: (337) 654-1185
Email: Debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net

SECRETARY:
Michelle M. Domas
Ottinger & Hebert, LLC
1313 West Pinhook Rd.
Lafayette, LA 70503
Phone: (337) 232-2606
Email: mmdomas@ohllc.com

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
Onebane Law Firm
1200 Camellia Blvd., Ste. 300
Lafayette, LA 70508
Phone: (337) 237-2660
Email: castills@onebane.com

Pictured
left to right: Savannah Stephan, CLA; Michelle M.
Domas, Nancy P. McMillan, Lesley T. Simon, and
Cathy Bacon, Divisional Manager, Lafayette
Division, U.S. District Court, Western District of
Louisiana.

The officers were installed by Cathy Bacon,
Divisional Manager, Lafayette Division, U.S. District
Court, Western District of Louisiana.
LSPA President Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP and LSPA
Treasurer Sandy Pourciaux, ACP officiated for the
election process.
2012 – 2013 LPA President Deborah P. Fontenot, CP
was honored with a
plaque presented by
Debbie Billiot, LPA’s
2012-2013 LSPA
Liaison (photo on right).

For more information on LPA, see our website at www.lpa-la.org.
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New Orleans Paralegal Association
By Becky Rolland, RP, President

Celebrate NOPA’s 35th Anniversary with our New Member Special! Please see the NOPA web
site for the Special Membership Application, Member Benefits and upcoming Meetings. If you are a new
member to NOPA or your membership has lapsed for two years, you can join or rejoin for $35, now
through April 14, 2013. Enjoy NOPA Member Benefits (free monthly lunch and learn meetings, Job
Bank, free admission to social events, Paralegal Career Day, discounts on special events such as our
Annual Dinner Meeting and Silent Auction, Annual Educational Seminar, plus all the benefits of
membership in National Federation of Paralegal Association, and free admission to the NFPA Joint
Conference on April 19-21 at the Marriot on Convention Center Blvd., New Orleans, LA).
The Louisiana State Bar Association’s Executive Committee met January 17th to review research
submitted by NOPA regarding paralegal membership in other state bar associations. The LSBA, through
its Board of Governors, has appointed a committee to evaluate this matter and get further information.
NOPA’s Pro Bono Volunteer Work for the Pro Bono Clinic earns a note from DREW BREES!
January 30, 2013, “Thank you so much for putting your time and talent to work for the Super Service
Challenge. The excitement, creativity and passion that each of you have shown in serving others has been
powerful and impactful for our great city.” For the complete story and for further information about
NOPA, visit the NOPA web site at http://www.neworleansparalegals.org

Legal Assistants of Northeast Louisiana
By Rhonda K. McManus, 2013 Liaison & Immediate Past President

LANEL Members celebrated the holiday season at its Annual Christmas Party on December 12,
2012, at Jeff’s Place. President, Rhonda McManus, announced that the local Humane Society is the
Members’ choice to receive the LANEL 2012 Annual Charity Donation.
New LANEL officers for 2013 are as follows:
President – Nancy Blackwell
Vice President – Zoe Rankin
Secretary/Treasurer – Debbie Jenkins Dunn
Liaison & Immediate Past President – Rhonda McManus
The January meeting was cancelled due to icy weather conditions. The February 13, 2013
meeting was held at the Clarion Inn & Suites Conference Center. Guest Speaker was Ms. Ann Bloxom
Smith, whose topic was, “Say What?! Communicating Effectively in 2013.” She presented helpful
information about grammar usage and suggested useful resource tools. Ms. Smith is an independent
communication consultant, who recently retired after a 28-year academic career at ULM in Monroe.
LANEL invites all legal assistants and paralegals in Northeast Louisiana to attend its monthly
luncheons on the second Wednesday of each month, providing guest speakers on topics of interest to legal
assistants and paralegals.
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Is Your Career on a Ferris Wheel?
By Vicki Voisin, ACP

Do you ever feel like as though you’re working on autopilot? Like you’re on a Ferris
wheel and can’t get off? Like you're stuck on a treadmill -- moving but getting
nowhere?
Perhaps you will say “No” but, in reality, most of us put our thoughts and behaviors –
and careers -- on autopilot...doing things routinely without conscious thought.
Sometimes autopilot is a good thing. You routinely brush your teeth, exercise, walk
the dog, feed the cats, etc. Routine activities do not require a lot of thought...and
they shouldn’t.
Autopilot is not a good thing when it defines your approach to your career. You may
want change but you stick to your routine and coast along. You go to work, you do
your work and enter your billable hours, you go home ... and you start all over again
the next day. Moving but getting nowhere!
How do you get off the Ferris wheel? How do you break out of the state of stagnation?
Albert Einstein defined insanity as “doing the same thing over and over again and
expecting a different result.” Albert Einstein was really a smart man!
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Take Einstein’s definition seriously. Spend a few minutes now...right now...and think
about all the ways your actions (and inactions) are on auto pilot and have kept your
career stuck in the same place.
It is tough to change and it takes about 21 days to form a new habit. Knowing that,
what is the one thing on your list that you are willing to change?






Is
Is
Is
Is
Is

it
it
it
it
it

learning a new specialty area?
writing for an association newsletter?
increasing your network so you learn of new opportunities?
joining a professional association?
finding a career coach and mentor?

All of the above, and much more, will contribute to your career success.
What change(s) are you going to implement...starting today...to move your career
forward? Even Einstein would admit that once you get in the habit of shaking things up
a bit and seeing results, it will be easier to move your career off dead center.
~~~~~~~~~~
© 2013 Vicki Voisin, Inc.
Vicki Voisin, "The Paralegal Mentor", delivers simple strategies for paralegals and other professionals to create
success and satisfaction by setting goals and determining the direction they will take their careers. Vicki
spotlights resources, organizational tips, ethics issues, and other areas of continuing education to help paralegals
and others reach their full potential. She is the co-author of The Professional Paralegal: A Guide to Finding a Job
and Career Success. Vicki publishes Paralegal Strategies, a weekly e-newsletter for paralegals, and hosts The
Paralegal Voice, a monthly podcast produced by Legal Talk Network.
More information is available at www.paralegalmentor.com where subscribers receive Vicki's 151 Tips for Your
Career Success.
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WORD

TIPS

AND

SNIPS

WORD TIPS & SNIPS
By Jimmie W. Murvin, ACP, LCP

Concurrent jurisdiction - the ability to exercise judicial review by different courts at the
same time, within the same territory, and over the same subject matter.
Exclusive jurisdiction - power of a court to adjudicate a case to the exclusion of all other
courts. When exclusive jurisdiction is given to a court, that court is the sole forum for
determination of a particular type of case.
Source: uslegal.com
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Thank you,
LSPA Sustaining Members!
LSPA would like to take this
opportunity to recognize its
2012-2013 Sustaining Members:

Lori Heaphy & Associates
Lori Heaphy, CCR, RPR, CMRS
(337) 233-1655
loriheaphy@bellsouth.net

LSU Paralegal Program
Charlotte DesHotel, Program Director

ProLegal Copies
Lafayette, Louisiana

We appreciate your support of LSPA and
the paralegal profession.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Don’t see your company’s name here?
Perhaps it is time to Renew Your Sustaining
Membership! Contact Debbie Billiot by
Phone (337) 254-1363 or
e-mail @ dcb1030@yahoo.com
for an LSPA Membership Application.
Or Visit our LSPA Web Site at
http://www.la-paralegals.org

Don’t Delay! Renew Today!
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2012-2013 LSPA Winter Board Meeting

Camille Moran, CP, Parliamentarian, and Deborah P. Fontenot, CP, NALA Liaison
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2012 - 2013 LSPA OFFICERS/BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP

President

jandlcormier@earthlink.net

Lafayette, LA
TBA

President-Elect

Debbie Billiot

First Vice-President

dcb1030@yahoo.com

Breaux Bridge, LA
TBA

Second Vice-President

Amy Collins-Gutter

Secretary

amy@losaviolaw.com

Baton Rouge, LA
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP

Treasurer

smp@onebane.com

Lafayette, LA
Deborah P. Fontenot, CP

NALA Liaison

debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net

Lafayette, LA
Camille Moran, CP

Parliamentarian

caramor@wnonline.net

Natchitoches, LA
TBA

Student Liaison

Shondra D. “Shonnie” Broussard, CLA, LCP

Chair, LCP Certifying Board

shonnieab@yahoo.com

Jarreau, LA
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COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2012 – 2013

Awards

Debbie Billiot
dcb1030@yahoo.com

Officer liaison: President
Compensation/Utilization Survey

TBA
Officer liaison: President

Continuing Legal Education/Seminars

Tiffany Thomas
tt221976@hotmail.com

Officer liaison: 1st Vice President
and 2nd Vice President
Credentials

TBA/2nd Vice President
Officer liaison: President

Executive

All Elected Officers

Finance and Budget

Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
smp@onebane.com

Fundraising

Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP
jandlcormier@earthlink.net

Officer liaison: Treasurer
Grant Proposal

Currently Inactive

Historian/Archives/Scrapbook

Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP
jandlcormier@earthlink.net

Officer liaison: Secretary
LCP Review Course

Pamela Turner
Pdturner7777@att.net

Officer liaison: 2nd Vice President
Lobbying

Debbie Billiot
dcb1030@yahoo.com

Officer liaison: President
Long Range Planning
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Marketing

TBA

1. Media Relations Sub-committee –
(PSA)
2. Promotions Sub-committee
3. Publications Sub-committee
Membership

Camille Moran, CP
caramor@wnonline.net

Debbie Billiot
dcb1030@yahoo.com

Newsletter

Cindy Haggerty-Horne
cindyhaggertyhorne@yahoo.com

Officer liaison: President
Pro Bono

Currently Inactive

Professional Development

Sonjanita Jordan
sonjanitajordan@hotmail.com

Program

Karen McKnight, CLA
kmcknight@mpassmanlaw.com

Officer liaison: President
Rochelle Scholarship

Heather Wyatt
hwyatt@psnlaw.com

Officer liaison: Treasurer
Jimmie Murvin Certification Scholarship
Development Committee

Deborah P. Fontenot, CP
debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net

Officer liaison: President
Speakers’ Bureau

TBA

Sponsors/Vendors
Officer liaison: Treasurer
Technology Committee

Robert “Bob” Jullens, CP, LCP, NP
bjullens@dphf-law.com

Website

Deborah P. Fontenot, CP
debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net
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RECRUIT – RECRUIT – RECRUIT
ANNOUNCEMENT FOR MEMBERSHIP RECRUITS! !
Hi, this is Debbie Billiot, Membership Chair for the Louisiana State Paralegal Association and I would
like to say:

“WE WANT YOU
TO RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS ! ! !”
Did you know that an AWARD is presented at our Annual Meeting in September for the individual who
recruits the most new members?
Did you know there is CASH associated with the AWARD for the individual who recruits the most new
members?
Well, if you answered “NO” ---- I am here to encourage all are existing members to RECRUIT –
RECRUIT and RECRUIT.

THE BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP IN LSPA ARE
AWESOME!
See the Benefits of Membership listed in this Newsletter. We, as members of this fantastic association
want this to be the most exceptional year ever for New Members. As mentioned, there is an award for the
most recruited new members!! C’mon, let’s make this a State wide momentum to see if we can break a
record this year for the most members on our roster. To make it even easier, here’s the link for the
membership application: http://www.la-paralegals.org/lspamembership.html.
I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a wonderful Lenten season.
And finally, as I said – RECRUIT – RECRUIT and RECRUIT !!! In the event you have any questions
regarding “recruiting” please contact me at dcb1030@yahoo.com or 337-254-1363.
Best wishes,

Debbie Billiot
LSPA 1st Vice President
1058 Melvin Dupuis Road
Breaux Bridge, LA 70517
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BENEFITS OF LSPA MEMBERSHIP
Promotion of the paralegal profession, paralegal education, and ethical conduct for paralegals in the
State of Louisiana and specifically in cooperation with local and state bar associations.
Networking opportunities with other paralegals throughout the State of Louisiana.
Free subscription to LSPA's quarterly newsletter, The Advocate, which is prepared especially for
Louisiana paralegals, contains information on CLE, organization activities, professional achievements,
local paralegal association activities, and features regular articles and columns of special interest to
paralegals such as "Ethics Talk," "Computer Talk," and "Paralegal Student News".
Two annual statewide continuing education opportunities which are specific to paralegal education
interests and needs, plus a yearly LCP Review Course which also serves as CLE and the preparation for
paralegals desiring to take the LCP examination, all of which offer reduced tuition benefits to LSPA
members.
Affiliation with the National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc.
Acknowledging and rewarding paralegal excellence through various awards such as LSPA's Outstanding
Paralegal of the Year Award, the Meritorious Service Award, and Service Achievement Award.
Take advantage of a statewide Job Bank available and accessible to LSPA members only.
A Lobbying Committee which actively and continuously monitors legislation and jurisprudence that
could in any way affect the paralegal profession in Louisiana and which stands ready to lobby for
paralegal interests in our state.
Website which provides LSPA's history, mission statement, membership applications, news, activities,
LCP examination schedules, seminar schedules, and legal links.
Administration of the LCP (Louisiana Certified Paralegal) examination, which provides an opportunity for
Louisiana paralegals to demonstrate their high level of knowledge of Louisiana law (connected to NALA's
CLA examination).

CALL NOW! JOIN TODAY!
For LSPA Membership Application please contact:
Mrs. Debbie Billiot, LSPA First Vice President and Membership Chair
Phone (337) 254-1363 or e-mail @ dcb1030@yahoo.com
Or visit LSPA’s web site at http://www.la-paralegals.org under the Membership tab.
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Louisiana State Paralegal Association
P.O. Box 51690
Lafayette, Louisiana 70505

place
postage
here

_______________________
_______________________
_______________________

____________________________________________________________________

Welcome, LSPA Sponsors!
LSPA Sponsors, Place your Sponsorship in The Advocate, today!
The Advocate is published quarterly and is distributed to numerous individuals, law firms, and businesses across
the state. Now is the time to take advantage of this opportunity to reach legal professionals all over the state. So,
pick up your phone and call today!
The deadline for submitting your camera-ready sponsorship ad or business card, for our May 2013 Issue, is April
15, 2013.
Sponsorship Rates per issue:

1/8 Page
1/4 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page

$30.00
$50.00
$90.00
$125.00

Businesses placing sponsorships in all four issues of The Advocate receive a 10% discount!
For Sponsorship info for The Advocate or for sponsoring an LSPA Seminar, please contact:
Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP, at jandlcormier@earthlink.net.
LSPA is also offering a yearly subscription of The Advocate to non-members at the cost of $15.00.
For LSPA Membership information, including Voting, Student, Associate, or Sustaining Membership, Please
contact: Debbie Billiot, First Vice President, by email: dcb1030@yahoo.com.

Thanks to all LSPA 2012-2013 Sponsors for your support!
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