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NALA
Receives Accreditation of the Certified Paralegal Program
From the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA)

WASHINGTON (April 2014) - The NCCA has accredited the
NALA Certified Paralegal certification program for a five-year
period, expiring April 30, 2019.
Founded in 1975, NALA is a professional association providing continuing education and professional certification to paralegals. Currently, over 8,900 paralegals
may use the Certified Paralegal (CP) designation. The CP credential has been
awarded to over 17,822 paralegals in its span of almost 40 yeas. The Certified
Paralegal (CP) program is the fist certification program accredited by NCAA
which serves the legal community.
NALA received NCCA accreditation of the Certified Paralegal program by submitting an application demonstrating the program’s compliance with standards
outlined in NCCA’s Standards for the Accreditation of Certification Programs.
NCCA is the accrediting body of the Institute for Credentialing Excellence (ICE).
Since 1987, the NCAA has been accrediting certifying programs based on the
highest quality standards in professional certification to ensure the programs adhere to modern standards of practice in the certification industry.
The NCCA standards require demonstration of a valid and reliable process for
development, implementation, maintenance, and governance of certification programs. NCCA uses a rigorous pee review process to establish accreditation standards; evaluate compliance with the standards; recognize organizations/programs
which demonstrate compliance; and serve as a resource on quality certification.
The NCCA Standards are comprehensive and cover all aspects of the certification
program, including administration, assessment development and recertification.
NCCA standards are consistent with the Standards for Educational and Psychological Testing (AERA, APA, & NCME, 1999) and are applicable to all professions
and industries. To maintain accreditation, organizations are required to submit
annual reports to NCCA and must undergo a reaccreditation every five years.
Accreditation provides third party oversight of an assessment system. It provides
a mechanism for associations to demonstrate to the profession it represents, and
the general public it serves, that its credentialing program has been reviewed by
a panel of impartial experts that have determined that the program has met the
stringent standards set by the credentialing community.
Continued on Page 3
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The Advocate
President’s Message
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP
We’ve made it through the half-way mark of this membership year. Have we
enjoyed it? Uh, totally! I’ve met, and had the pleasure of working on the board with
some of the finest paralegals to bring you the best in educational seminars. What
have I learned so far? Well, first and foremost, is that a single person can’t do it all
or alone. It takes a fine team of expert paralegals with ingenuity and dedication to
LSPA to bring it all together. It’s like a behind the scenes making of a movie. You
don’t get to see the cutting room floor after several takes. It appears like a seamless
transition by the time it’s presented to everyone who attends the seminars. Stay
tuned for more of these exciting and educational seminars to come your way.

“I

love how summer just

wraps it’s arms around
you like a warm blanket.”
― Kellie Elmore

I want to relay a story to you which just happened this morning. I attended
my grandson’s kindergarten graduation. These four and five year olds were dressed
in their finest, the traditional cap and gown. Watching those little munchkins take the
stage made me think of what the future holds for them. Toward the end of the ceremony, after the diplomas were handed out, each child had a chance to tell the audience what they wanted to be when they grew up. We heard the usually career
choices, like “I want to be a cop, a doctor, a nurse, or a fireman”. We even heard
one little girl say she wanted to be a nurse of dogs! We cracked up! My guess is she
wanted to be a veterinarian’s assistant, but nurse of dogs sounded so much cooler.
Does that mean I am a nurse of the law? In the eyes of the kindergarteners, I guess
I am. As I sat there contemplating the innocence of their youth and the hopefully
bright futures ahead of them, it occurred to me that no matter what career choice
they gleefully shouted out, there was a moment when you noticed the sparkle in their
eyes. This, my friend, makes their choices, as well as ours, to do the best we can
do, and be the best we can be in our own chosen career; and to make sure you always have that sparkle in your eye. Love what you do and the rewards of your profession will always follow.
As we approach the summer vacation, I’m sure we are all thinking, “Whew! I
need a vacation. It’s time for me to have some time to myself.” I do know that as
soon as you schedule the vacation days on the office calendar, your boss will say,
“Oh, no! You’ll be gone for a week! I’ll be lost without you! If you hear those words,
be proud, and do not consider it a burden that he or she considers you his or her
right hand – and the left if I had to make a bet on it. And don’t cancel that vacation
fellow paralegals. What makes you better is revitalizing yourself and resting your
mind. Making that balance between your time and work time will always benefit you
and your career. You deserve your special time and memories with family and
friends. It’s what you work for, right? And it’s good for your boss to miss you while
you are gone, that’s when they truly realize your worth.
The NALA Conference will be held on July 23rd through the 25th in beautiful
Charleston, South Carolina. It will be the first convention I personally attend. Thankfully, I will be attending along with Karen McGee, LSPA’s NALA Liasion (and former
NALA President) and Debbie Fontenot, LSPA’s Vice President, both of whom have
attended a few conferences in the past. Your association will be well represented at
convention. I am totally looking forward to meeting paralegals across our fine United
States and I’ll be sure to bring that Cajun flair along with me. NALA has great educational opportunities on tap for the convention, a slew of exhibitors who will be
showing their wares, and networking with the finest paralegals and affiliate association members. If you can, try to join us. We’ll be sure to throw our hands up in the
air and make a wave!
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According to Brian Leiter
(http://

President’s Message

leiterlawschool.typepad.com/

Sandy Pourciaux, ACP

leiter/2009/05/the-most-

Your board is gearing up for the Fall Seminar and Annual Meeting to be held the
third week in September. We continue to work diligently to service you, our fellow
paralegals and members of LSPA. Upcoming items of interest include the Jimmie
Murvin Certification Scholarship, so get your application ready to submit between
July 15 and August 15. Also, get your heads together and chose your nomination for
Outstanding Paralegal of the Year. Check the website for details and dates.
As we move toward the end of this membership year, let me remind you that
I’m always here for you. If I had the time, opportunity and energy, I would want to
meet with every one of you in person and discuss what you see for the future of
LSPA. Oh – lightbulb flash! We can! Make plans to attend the LSPA Seminar and
Membership Meeting in September. Stay tuned for details on the LSPA website and
emails from your “ami”, “amigo”, freund”, 友人 (friend in French, Spanish, German,
and Japanese), or just little ole me.
Until next time .

important-legal-thinkers-inamerican-law-of-the-pastcentury.html)
The Most Important Legal
Thinkers in American Law of
the Past Century are:
Oliver Wendell Holmes
an American jurist who served
as an Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United

Your Faithful President ~ Sandy

States from 1902 to 1932, and
as Acting Chief Justice of the
United States January–

NALA

February 1930. Noted for his

Receives Accreditation of the Certified Paralegal Program

long service, his concise and

From the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA)

pithy opinions and his
deference to the decisions of
elected legislatures, he is one

Continued from Page 1

Accreditation by NCCA provides organizations a way to answer the question, “who reviewed
your certificate or certification program?”, a question often posed by members of an occupation, employers, and sometimes, the courts.
There are more than 270 NCCA-accredited programs that certify individuals in a wide range
of professions and occupations including nurses, financial professionals, respiratory therapists,
counselors, and emergency technicians, and more. ICE’s mission is to advance credentialing
through education, standards, research, and advocacy to ensure competence across professions and occupations. NCCA was founded as a commission whose mission is to help ensure the
health, welfare, and safety of the public through the accreditation of a variety of certification
programs that assess professional competence.
ICE and NCCA are located at 2025 M Street, N.W., Suite 800, Washington, DC 200363309; telephone 202/367-1165; facsimile 202/367-2165; website
www.credentialingexcellence.org.
###
NALA ∞ 1516 S. Boston Ave., Suite 200 ∞ Tulsa, OK 74119
918.587.6828 ∞ www.nala.org

of the most widely cited United
States Supreme Court justices
in history, particularly for his
"clear and present danger"
opinion for a unanimous Court
in the 1919 case of Schenck v.
United States, and is one of
the most influential American
common law judges
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Louisiana State Paralegal Association, Inc.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP IN LSPA

Promotion of the paralegal profession, paralegal education, and ethical conduct
for paralegals in the State of Louisiana and specifically in cooperation with
local and state bar associations
Networking opportunities with other paralegals throughout the State of Louisiana.
Free subscription to LSPA's quarterly newsletter, The Advocate, which is prepared
especially for Louisiana paralegals, contains information on CLE, organization
activities, professional achievements, local paralegal association activities, and
features regular articles and columns of special interest to paralegals such
as "Ethics Talk," "Computer Talk," and "Paralegal Student News"
Two annual statewide continuing education opportunities which are specific to
paralegal education interests and needs, plus a yearly LCP Review Course
which also serves as CLE and the preparation for paralegals desiring to
take the LCP examination, all of which offer reduced tuition benefits to
LSPA members.
Affiliation with the National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc.
Acknowledging and rewarding paralegal excellence through various awards such
as LSPA's Outstanding Paralegal of the Year Award, the Meritorious Service Award, and Service Achievement Award.
Take advantage of a statewide Job Bank available and accessible to LSPA
members only.
A Lobbying Committee which actively and continuously monitors legislation and jurisprudence that could in any way affect the paralegal profession in Louisiana and which stands ready to lobby for paralegal interests in
our state.
Paralegal Compensation & Utilization Survey
Website which provides LSPA's history, mission statement, membership applications, news, activities, LCP examination schedules, seminar schedules, and
legal links.
Administration of the LCP (Louisiana Certified Paralegal) examination, which
provides an opportunity for Louisiana paralegals to demonstrate their
high level of knowledge of Louisiana law (connected to NALA's CLA examination)
For further information on joining LSPA, please contact LSPA First Vice President, Debbie Fontenot at debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net

“I don't know how long I
kept at it...
I felt reasonably safe,
stretched out on the floor,
and lay quite still.
It didn't seem to be summer
any more”
― Sylvia Plath, The Bell
Jar
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Baton Rouge Paralegal Association News
The Baton Rouge Paralegal Association has been busy this spring! Rebecca Arceneaux was named the 2013-14 Paralegal of the Year at the April
luncheon. The 2014-15 Executive Board officers who were sworn in at the
May luncheon are Naya Wiley, President; Anne Burke, 1st Vice President;
Rebecca Arceneaux, 2nd Vice President; Renée Grissom, Treasurer; and
Pam Fendlason, Secretary. Jennifer Thomas was selected as Parliamentarian. Dianne Brock, a student attending the paralegal program at Baton
Rouge Community College, was the recipient of BRPA’s annual scholarship
award.

Richard Posner
is an American jurist, legal
theorist and economist. He
is currently a judge on the
The upcoming membership year beginning in June marks the 30th anniversary of the Baton Rouge Paralegal Association. To kick off this celebratory
year, BRPA will host a Summer Social on June 19, from 5:50 p.m. until 8:30
p.m., on the patio at The Bulldog, located at 4385 Perkins Road. There will
be complementary appetizers and door prizes. BRPA hopes that LSPA
members in the greater Baton Rouge area will come by to socialize and enjoy a relaxing evening.
Please visit our website at http://
www.brparalegals.com for more information.

United States Court of
Appeals for the Seventh
Circuit in Chicago and a
Senior Lecturer at the
University of Chicago Law
School. He is a leading
figure in the field of law and
economics, and was
identified by The Journal of
Legal Studies as the most
cited legal scholar of the
20th century.[1]
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LSPA Association News: Mid-Year Seminar
The Mid-Year Spring Seminar held in March was a huge success in Natchitoches. Gathering for this fun and educational seminar were
several paralegals from the local Natchitoches and Shreveport areas as well
as paralegals from the Lafayette area. Our topic was on the Oil and Gas Industry, which brought some very knowledgeable attorneys to the podium.
We learned about our state’s natural resources and its relationship with environmental concerns for us all. We also learned about how the regulatory
process for drilling and producing these natural resources are monitored by
our state. Since the topic of oil and gas is so broad, we will be extending the
series to the Fall Seminar. Plans are to invite speakers to discuss the issues
of Legacy lawsuits, environmental discussions, pipelines, and a smorgasbord
of anything to do with the industry that we didn’t get to cover in the spring
seminar.
The seminar was conducted in the beautiful historic downtown Natchitoches
at the Church Street Inn, located within a two-block radius of a number good
restaurants and unique shops. Attendees engaged in lively discussions with
the speakers and enjoyed their thoughtful insights on the areas they addressed. Those attending received a booklet with reference materials related to each presentation, as well as additional handouts distributed by the lecturers.
President Pourciaux presented speakers with a Padfolio embossed with the
LSBA logo in appreciation for their time and effort. Board members contributed numerous door prizes for drawings throughout the day. Business sponsors who helped make the seminar a success are Lafayette Certified Shorthand Reporters, ProLegal Copies, Onebane Law Firm, and Church Street
Inn. We hope members of LSPA will remember to show their appreciation to
our sponsors throughout the year.
Get out your calendars and save the dates now! The 2014 Fall Seminar
and Annual Meeting are scheduled to be held on Friday, September 19 and
Saturday, September 20 which will occur during “Paralegal Week,” September 14-20. Be sure to check the LSPA website for upcoming details regarding the location and specific topics to be covered.

Many Thanks To Our Sustaining Members
LSU

Pro

Paralegal

Legal

Education Program

Copies

Ronald Dworkin

was an American
philosopher and scholar of
constitutional law. He was
Frank Henry Sommer
Professor of Law and
Philosophy at New York
University and Emeritus
Professor of Jurisprudence
at University College
London, and had taught
previously at Yale Law
School and the University
of Oxford. An influential
contributor to both
philosophy of law and
political philosophy,
Dworkin received the 2007
Holberg International
Memorial Prize in the
Humanities for "his
pioneering scholarly work"
of "worldwide impact."[1]
According to a survey in
The Journal of Legal
Studies, Dworkin was the
second most-cited
American legal scholar of
the twentieth century.[2]
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Ronald Coase

UPCOMING NALA DEADLINES:
July 23-25, 2014 – NALA Annual Convention, Institutes and Exhibits,
Charleston, SC
August 1 - Deadline for applications for September CP Exam
August 10 – Late Application Filing Deadline for September CP exam (with
$25 late filing fee)
September 1-30 - September CP Examination Testing Window
December 1 - Deadline for applications for January CP Exam

A British economist and

December 10 – Late Application Filing Deadline for January CP exam (with
$25 late filing fee)

author. He was the Clifton

January 1-31 – January CP Examination Testing Window

Emeritus of Economics at

R. Musser Professor
the University of Chicago
Law School. After studying
with the University of
London External
Programme in 1927–29,

Did You Know ….
Louisiana State Paralegal Association
The Board Members and Chairpersons of the Louisiana State Paralegal Association would like to
encourage you to check out our website—http://www.la-paralegals.org/. There you will find
information about LSPA including our Officers and Committees; how to obtain LCP Certification; News and Events; and how to contact LSPA .
While you are there, please consider joining the Louisiana State Paralegal Association . (Our
application can be found on pages 20-23 in this newsletter) Did you know that your membership
in the Louisiana State Paralegal Association speaks volumes about you to your employer and
others? The opportunities are endless and membership could make you stand out amongst the
crowd.
Last year LSPA announced the new Jimmie Murvin Certification Scholar-ship available to
LSPA members taking their CP, ACP or LCP. The JMCS scholarship will be awarded to qualifying members in an amount of up to $250.00 as reimbursement of expenses for any of these certifications. Applications must be mailed to the LSPA post office box between July 15 and August
15. If you are considering taking any of these exams, please review the guidelines posted on the
LSPA website and apply for this new benefit available only to LSPA members

Coase entered the London
School of Economics,
where he took courses with
Arnold Plant.[1] He received
the Nobel Prize in
Economics in 1991.[2]
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PARALEGAL CERTIFICATION – the LCP
By Jessie L. Cormier, CP, LCP
Chairperson, LCP Certifying Board
Congratulations to Emma Guidry and Michelle Domas who have passed the LCP
exam! Both have yet to attain their Certified Paralegal (CP) credential and cannot
use the LCP designation until they do. The LCP Certifying Board allows paralegals
to take the exams in either order. The LCP exam does not duplicate the areas covered by the CP exam offered by NALA, so both are required to become a Louisiana
Certified Paralegal.
Both Guidry and Domas participated in a study group organized by Debbie Fontenot,
CP, LCP of Lafayette. The participants shared their areas of knowledge with each
other in addition to taking the LCP Review Course. They met diligently to study and
discuss the areas of Louisiana law covered by the LCP exam. They are in the process of forming a study group for the CP exam. This issue of The Advocate contains
exciting news regarding the CP exam.
Earlier this year, we announced that Deborah P. Fontenot, CP, LCP of Lafayette and
Renatti Dupont, CP, LCP of Lafayette had achieved full certification. Their photographs can be found on LSPA’s website, www.la-paralegals.org. Congratulations,
again, to these two fine paralegals! Their accomplishment can be your accomplishment, too!
The next opportunity to sit for the LCP exam is October 3 and 4, 2014. The application deadline is August 20, 2014. For more information, please visit LSPA’s website
at www.la-paralegals.org and click on the Certification tab.

Emma Guidry and Michelle Dumas
are presented with certificates
acknowledging they passed the
LCP examination and have three
years within which to obtain their
CP credentinals

Benjamin Cardozo
an American jurist who served
on the New York Court of
Appeals and later as an
Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court. Cardozo is
remembered for his significant
influence on the development
of American common law in
the 20th century, in addition to
his philosophy and vivid prose
style. Cardozo served on the
Supreme Court only six years,
from 1932 until his death in
1938, and many of his
landmark decisions were
delivered during his eighteenyear tenure on the New York
Court of Appeals, the highest
court of that state.
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NALA NEWS

By: Karen Greer McGee, ACP, NALA Liaison
By now, you’ve seen the headline news about the national accreditation of NALA’s
Certified Paralegal examination. NALA’s national credentialing exam is now the only
nationally accredited paralegal exam offered. It’s like a CP credential for the CP credential. This is incredibly exciting news!
In April, NALA announced there are new practice tests for the CP exam now available. The tests have been developed from the web-based Certified Paralegal review
programs on NALA Campus, and are offered on the same testing environment as
the exam itself. Participants will receive instructive feedback on most questions and
how they scored on the exam based on the subject category of the question. The
Judgment and Analytical Ability practice test includes a bonus handout – an assignment and sample memo for self-grading. The practice tests are about ½ of the entire
CP examination and may be accessed through https://app.testrac.com/nalap/
delivery. For more information, go to http://www.nala.org/CP-Practice.aspx.

“Summer will end soon

enough, and childhood as
well.”
― George R.R. Martin, A
Game of Thrones

Also included in this newsletter is information about NALA’s upcoming 39th Annual
Convention, Institutes and Exhibits, to be held in Charleston, South Carolina July 23
-25, 2014. As usual, NALA is breaking new ground for its registrants. In NALA’s
continuing effort to go green, this year’s educational sessions will be paperless. For
the first time, those attending the educational sessions can download their seminar
materials to a laptop or mobile device. (No more hauling home a notebook full of
paper!) Registrants will be able to access all of the convention and session information from an app available on iTunes and GooglePlay. Through the app, registrants will be able to communicate with each other and speakers, access message
boards and social networking sites, review the schedule, learn about the sessions
and speakers, and download their handout material.
Last, but certainly not least, the Wounded Warrior Project has been chosen as the
NALA charity this year. Each year, during the NALA convention, attendees are invited to contribute to a charity. This is NALA's way of giving back to so many who do
so much for NALA members and affiliated associations throughout the United
States. This year the Wounded Warrior Project has been chosen as the recipient of
the donations collected at the NALA convention.
The Wounded Warrior Project was chosen to receive the donations in honor of their
efforts to help thousands of military personnel who are recovering from injuries. As
stated on the Wounded Warrior Project web site: "With the mission to honor and
empower Wounded Warriors, WWP is the hand extended to encourage warriors as
they adjust to their new normal and achieve new triumphs. Offering a variety of programs and services, WWP is equipped to serve warriors with every type of injury from the physical to the invisible wounds of war."
Affiliated Associations have been asked to consider contributing to the Wounded
Warrior Project in lieu of door prizes, and members and representatives of NALA
Affiliated Associations who are attending the 2014 NALA Annual Convention will
deposit their contributions in a designated area during the meeting. Members who
cannot attend are welcome to contribute directly to the Wounded Warrior Project by
visiting http://woundedwarriorproject.org. Contributions are strictly voluntary. Checks should be payable to Wounded Warrior Project.
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Louis D. Brandeis
Your LSPA Board At Work For You

an American lawyer and
associate justice on the
Sandy Pourciaux, ACP swearing in Debbie Fontenot, CP,
LCP as your LSPA First Vice
President.

Sandy Pourciaux, ACP—Your
LSPA President

American Bar Association
Information for Lawyers: How Paralegals Can Improve Your Practice

It's one of the most important skills in practicing law: building an effective work team to
serve clients in the best possible manner and generate profits. Paralegals can be a key
element in that team, especially in fostering cost efficiency. For more information regarding the Paralegal Role in the Legal Profession; Paralegal Work Assignments, Ethical Considerations,; Fee and Compensation Issues; and Recruitment and Education of the
Paralegal check out this American Bar Association’s article at http://
www.americanbar.org/groups/paralegals/resources/
information_for_lawyers_how_paralegals_can_improve_your_practice.html

Supreme Court of the United
States from 1916 to 1939
Brandeis became a
recognized lawyer through his
work on progressive social
causes. Starting in 1890, he
helped develop the "right to
privacy" concept by writing a
Harvard Law Review article of
that title, and was thereby
credited by legal scholar
Roscoe Pound as having
accomplished "nothing less
than adding a chapter to our
law". He later published a
book titled Other People's
Money And How the Bankers
Use It, suggesting ways of
curbing the power of large
banks and money trusts, which
partly explains why he later
fought against powerful
corporations, monopolies,
public corruption, and mass
consumerism, all of which he
felt were detrimental to
American values and culture.
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The Advocate
Update from

Lafayette Paralegal Association
Deborah CP. Fontenot, CP, LCP

In February, the Lafayette Paralegal Association held its Annual Meeting and election of officers. The elected officers were installed by Cathy Bacon, Divisional Manager, Lafayette Division, USDC, Western District of Louisiana. Elected and appointed officers of LPA for the 2014
– 2015 Membership Year are:
Lesley T. Simon, President
Emma Guidry, Vice President

“What good is the
warmth of summer,
without the cold of winter
to give it sweetness.”

Michelle M. Domas, Secretary
Nancy P. McMillan, Treasurer
Meagan Ortego, Corresponding Secretary
Deborah P. Fontenot, CP, LCP, Parlimentarian

― John Steinbeck,
Travels with Charley: In
Search of America

At the annual meeting, Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP, LCP Certifying Board
Chair, recognized the two newest paralegals to earn the LCP credential
by presenting Certificates to LPA members, Renatti Dupont, CP, LCP, and
Deborah Fontenot, CP, LCP. LPA member Emma Guidry was also recognized for successfully completing the LCP exam.
Education and Scholarship Chair, Molly Davenport, awarded Scholarships to Kelly Rhodes, Cheryl Dubois, and Deborah Fontenot. LPA Scholarships of up to $500
are awarded to LPA members taking their CP, LCP, Notary Public, or other work related certification exam.

At the March LPA Luncheon Seminar, Sue “Sudie” Tannehill Mann of the Onebane Law Firm, had so much input from the members and guests attending the
seminar that she didn’t finish presenting all of her prepared material for her seminar entitled Where There’s a Will . . . An Interactive Discussion of Wills, Trusts
and Estate Planning.
In April, the LPA Luncheon Seminar presented by Franchesca Hamilton-Acker,
the Child in Need of Care Unit Leader and Senior Attorney of the Acadiana Legal Service Corporation related to Protecting Children’s Rights. Ms. HamiltonAcker has made several presentations to LPA and always has new and interesting
information to share with our members.

Continued on Page 12
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Update from
Lafayette Paralegal Association
Deborah CP. Fontenot, CP, LCP

Continued from Page 14

Study Guide ordered by his assistant, Peggy Ashley, who passed the LCP when the
first exam was offered and was taking the course as a ‘refresher’. He was so impressed by the LCP Study Guide, he signed up! We were so impressed with his input during the LCP Review Course, we signed him up to speak to LPA. (A perfect
example of our state and local associations working hand-in-hand.)
At the May meeting, Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP, LCP Certifying Board Chair
acknowledged the successful completion of the LCP Exam by Michelle Domas.
LPA members Emma Guidry and Michelle Domas will now begin their studies for
the CP exam so that they can use the LCP credential. They are forming a study
group to study for the CP. Anyone interested in joining the group can contact me
and I will put you in touch with them.
LPA Luncheon Seminars are normally held on the fourth Thursday of each month
and non-members are welcome to attend. Upcoming LPA Luncheon Seminars include:
Thursday, June 27, 2014: ELDER ABUSE: Mandatory Reporting, Neglect & Financial Exploitation to be presented by Donald D. Akers, Jr., Assistant District Attorney, 16th JDC, Iberia Parish, Elderly Protective Services Division
Thursday July 24, 2014: ETHICS FOR PUBLIC SERVANTS to be presented by
Calvin "Woody" Woodruff, Jr., Vermilion Parish School Board Legal Counsel/ Risk
Manager, Louisiana Board of Ethics Certified Ethics Trainer
Thursday, August 21, 2014: NEX GEN: The Next Generation of CM/ECF – Case
Management/Electric Case Files in Federal Court to be presented by Corey
Whidden, Intake Supervisor & CM/ECF Coordinator, U.S. District Court
Thursday, October 23, 2014: PRESRVATION & COLLECTION OF ELECTRONICALLY STORED INFORMATION to be presented by Brad Burdick,
Operations Manager of clarity Litigation Support and Jeff Sutorus, Certified Electronic Discovery Specialist.
Thursday, November 20, 2014: LIVING WILLS vs. MEDICAL POWERS OF
ATTORNEY and AFFORDABLE CARE ACT; WILLS AND MEDICAID to be
presented by Steven M. Jankower, Jankower Law Firm
For more information on these seminars and LPA, please see www.lpa-la.org.

Karl Llewellyn
Karl Llewellyn was born on
May 22, 1893, in Seattle, but
grew up in Brooklyn. He
attended Yale College and
Yale Law School, where he
served as editor-in-chief of the
Yale Law Journal.
Llewellyn joined the Columbia
Law School faculty in 1925,
where he remained until 1951,
when was appointed professor
of the University of Chicago
Law School. While at
Columbia, Llewellyn became
one of the major legal scholars
of his day. He was a major
proponent of legal realism. He
also served as principal
drafter of the Uniform
Commercial Code (UCC).
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“Summer afternoon—
summer afternoon; to me
those have always been
the two most beautiful
words in the English
language.”
― Henry James
“
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Guido Calabresi
is an Italian American legal
scholar and senior judge on
the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Second Circuit. He is a
former Dean of Yale Law
School, where he has been a
professor since 1959.
Calabresi is considered, along
with Ronald Coase and
Richard Posner, a founder of
the field of law and
economics.
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Paralegals are Always Swamped!
Exclusive LSPA T-Shirts!
Louisiana State Paralegal Association
www.la-paralegals.org

ORDER FORM
Poly-Cotton T-Shirt
Small, Medium, Large and XL -- $15.00
each
XXL -- $16.00 each

“And so with the sunshine

Number of shirts ______ Size_________

and the great bursts of

Color of T-shirt: Ash grey _____ Natural _______ Sand _______

leaves growing on the
trees, just as things grow in
fast movies, I had that

Postage per shirt $_3.00_

familiar conviction that life

Name:
_____________________________________________________________

was beginning over again

Address:

with the summer.”
― F. Scott Fitzgerald, The
Great Gatsby

_____________________________________________________________
Phone: ______________________________ Fax: ____________________
Email: _______________________________________________________
Send completed order form with payment (check or money order payable to
LSPA) to:
Jessie Cormier, CP, LCP
La. State Paralegal Assn.
P. O. Box 51690
Lafayette, LA 70505
Phone: 337-232-9700
email: jandlcormier@earthlink.net
Refund policy: No refunds are permitted.

Louisiana State Paralegal Association, Inc.
An Affiliate of the National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc.
2013-2014 Application for Membership
Visit LSPA’s website at www.la-paralegals.org

Applying for: See explanation of Membership Classification * below. All members are bound by the Code of Ethics of LSPA and by the
NALA Code of Ethics and Professional Responsibility.
O New Membership

O Renewal, Same Classification

O Renewal, Classification Change

Applying for: (PLEASE INDICATE CLASSIFICATION EVEN IF APPLYING FOR RENEWAL)
O Voting Membership - $50.00

O Associate/Student Membership - $35.00

O Sustaining Membership - $60.00
DUES MUST ACCOMPANY APPLICATION – Make checks payable to Louisiana State Paralegal Association.
Article 5.3 of the By-Laws of the Louisiana State Paralegal Association provides for annual dues to be paid on or befoe October 1s each
year. Any member in default is to receive a second notice and if payment is not received by December 1 st of the current year, they will be
deleted from the membership roster.
Full Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Name if Different in Prior Membership: _________________________________________________
Residence Address: _________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip/Parish: _______________________________________________________________
Check here if this is a new address O
Email Address (Personal): ______________________________ Home Phone No.: __________________
Employer: __________________________________________
Immediate Supervisor: _________________________________
Office Address: _______________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip/Parish: __________________________________________________________________
Office Phone No.: ___________________________________ Office Fax No.: ___________________
Email Address (Office): __________________________________________________________________
I prefer to receive LSPA mail at my (check one):

O Personal Address

I prefer to receive LSPA email at my (check one): O Personal Email

O Office Address
O Office Email

EDUCATION
High School/City, State: _________________________________________________________________
College/City, State: ____________________________________________________________________
Highest Degree Attained: ________________________________________________________________
Paralegal School/Program: ______________________________________________________________

My area of paralegal work is:
O Administrative

O Bankruptcy

O Collections

O Corporate

O Criminal

O Family

O Litigation

O Probate

O Real Estate

O Tax

O Other (specify:________________________)

Current professional or business organization memberships:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Check the most appropriate description of your employer(s):
O Corporate Law

O Government Agency

O Private Law Office

O Judicial Agency/Court

O Non-Profit Corporate Law Dept.

O Other: _______________________________________________
In my agency/department/firm, there are: # of Attorneys ___________ # of Paralegals _____________
Committee Assignments:
I would be willing to serve on the following committees (check all that apply and indicate your preference by noting your first choice
as #1, second choice as #2, etc). You will be assigned to one of the committees of your choice:
O Awards # _____

O Continuing Legal Education # _____

O Finance/Budget # _____

O Credentials # _____

O Job Bank # _____

O Historian/Scrapbook # _____

O Lobbying # _____

O LCP7 Review Course # _____

O Membership # _____

O Newsletter # _____

O Program # _____

O Publications # _____

O Scholarship # _____

O Marketing # _____

O Speakers Bureau # _____

O Advertising # _____

O Long Range Planning # _____

O Technology # _____

O Compensation/Utilization Survey # _____

Paralegal Certificate:

O Yes

O No

O Professional Development # _____

Date Attained: ________________________________________

Name of School/Program: _______________________________________________________________
CLA/CP:

O Yes

O No

Date Attained: ______________________________________________

CLAS/ACP:

O Yes

O No

Date Attained: ______________________________________________

Area of Specialty: _____________________________________________________________________
LCP:

O Yes

O No

All members please respond:

Date Attained: _____________________________________________
Are you a practicing paralegal?

O Yes

O No

If yes, how long: ______________________________________________________________________

Page 2

Have you ever pled guilty, no contest, and/or have been convicted of a felony (whether or not it has been expunged):
O No

O Yes

If “Yes”, briefly explain: ________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
I hereby attest the information supplied by me is true and correct.
Signed: _______________________________________________

Date: _____________________

LSPA Member Since: ____________________________________
IF YOU ARE A RENEWING MEMBER STOP HERE
NEW MEMBERS ONLY:
Name of the LSPA member who recruited you: ______________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS*: If you are applying for a voting membership or requesting a change of classification on the basis
of sections A(3), (4), or (5) of the membership qualifications, please complete the Attorney/Employer Attestation.
A. VOTING MEMBER: Any individual who meets at least one of the following requirements may become a voting member. Please
mark the classification that applies to your education and/or experience:
O 1. Any individual who has graduated from an ABA-approved program of study for legal assistants;
O 2. Any individual who has graduated from a course of study for legal assistants which is institutionally accredited but not ABAapproved, and which requires not less than the equivalent of 60 semester hours of classroom study;
O 3. Any individual who has graduated from a course of study for legal assistants other than those se forth in (1) and (2) above, who
also has at least one year of experience as a legal assistant under the supervision of a licensed attorney who attests such person is
qualified as a legal assistant;
O 4. Any individual who has attained a Bachelors Degree in any field and has at least one year of experience as a legal assistant
under the supervision of a licensed attorney who attests such person is qualified as a legal assistant;
O 5. Any individual who has at least three years of experience as a legal assistant under the supervision of a licensed attorney who
attests such person is qualified as a legal assistant;
O 6. Any individual who has successfully completed the Certified Legal Assistant (CLA) exam administered by the National Association of Legal Assistants;
A VOTING MEMBER shall be entitled to one vote on all matters which require vote of the members of the Association and shall have the
right to make motions and hold office subject to the further requirements set forth under Art. V, 5.1.a of the Bylaws of the Louisiana State
Paralegal Association.
B. ASSOCIATE/STUDENT MEMBER:
O 1. A student in good standing in any approved university, college, junior college or other approved school for pursuing a course of
studies as a paralegal; provided that all such schools and curricula shall be subject to the approval of this Association;
O 2. Any working paralegal who does not meet the qualifications for voting membership.
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C. SUSTAINING MEMBER:
O 1. Any individual, corporation, partnership, organization or other entity interested in supporting this Association, or those members
of bar associations who endorse the paralegal concept or who are involved in the promotion of the paralegal profession.
ASSOCIATE/STUDENT and SUSTAINING MEMBERS shall not be entitled to vote on matters which require vote of the members of the association and shall not have the right to make motions, hold office or serve on the Board of Directors or the Executive Committee.
ATTORNEY/EMPLOYER ATTESTATION
Date:
I hereby attest that ________________________ is recognized as a legal assistant/paralegal and that s/he, under the supervision
and direction of a lawyer, is capable of the following services generally described by the ABA’s Standing Committee on Legal Assistants:
1. Applying knowledge of he law and legal procedure in drafting legal documents and other papers in certain fields of law;
2. Exercising judgment and working independently with respect to assigned tasks; keeping and meeting deadlines;
3. Preparing or interpreting legal documents for review by lawyer;
4. Selecting, compiling and using technical information from such references as digests, encyclopedias or practice manuals;
5. Analyzing procedural problems and recommending solutions in certain fields of the law;
6. Preparing detailed office procedures for efficient handling in specialized field(s) of the law.
I further attest that applicant has been employed by me as a legal assistant/paralegal for __________years/months; that the applicant’s ethical and professional conduct are above reproach; and that he/she is recommended for membership in the Louisiana State
Paralegal Association.
Firm/Employer: _______________________________________________________________________
Name (signature): ______________________________________________________________________
Please return application membership to:
LSPA
LSPA First Vice President/Membership Chair
Post Office Box 51690
Lafayette, LA 70505
Questions? Please contact us via our website at www.la-paralegals.org
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Louisiana State
Paralegal Association
Post Office Box 51690
Lafayette, Louisiana 70505

__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________

We Are On The Web:
http://www.la-paralegals.org

__________________________________
__________________________________

LSPA Membership
CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM
Name _______________________________________________
Preferred Mailing Address
City, State, Zip code
Telephone Number

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________
____________________________________________________

Preferred E-Mail Address

____________________________________________

Please send this completed form to Debbie Fontenot at debbiepfontenot@bellsouth.net

